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Gay  Men  of  All  Colors  Meet  in  New  York 


By  Ollie  Lee  Taylor 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  200  gay 
men  of  all  colors  gathered  during 
“Independence  Week’’  to 
celebrate  each  other  and  to  talk 
about  AIDS,  interracial  relation¬ 
ships,  homophobia  and  racism. 
The  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together  (BWMT)  from 
June  28  to  July  5  was  hosted  by 
Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
(MACT)  of  New  York.  The  week- 
long  event  featured  a  dazzling  ar¬ 
ray  of  workshops,  musical  and 
theatrical  presentations,  political 
speeches  and  dancing  until  dawn. 

Opening  the  convention  on 
Gay /Lesbian  Pride  Sunday,' June 


29,  was  Black  gay  civil  rights  ac¬ 
tivist,  Bayard  Rustin,  who  was 
presented  with  BWMT’s  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award.  Bayard  told 
the  audience  “It  is  great  to  be 
proud.  But  if  I  stop  at  that  and 
don’t  fight  discrimination,  I  am 
proud  uselessly.”  On  that  note, 
BWMT  delegates  fell  in  line,  chan¬ 
ting  for  the  city’s  17th  annual 
Pride  March. 

While  the  conference  partic¬ 
ipants  discussed  a  number  of  top¬ 
ics,  it  was  history  —  political,  per¬ 
sonal  and  sexual  —  that  provided 
the  unifying  theme.  As  Joan  Nes¬ 
tle,  co-founder  of  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  said  in  her 


People  of  color  caucus  meeting,  BWMT  convention,  July  3. 


Hearing  Held  in 
PWA  Case 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  On  July  15  a  hear¬ 
ing  was  held  in  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  to  determine  whether  a  man 
with  AIDS  has  sufficient  reason  to 
bring  to  trial  his  former  employer 
on  the  grounds  of  breach  of  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  handicap.  Paul 
Cronan,  who  is  currently  being 
treated  at  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  for  a  pneumonia  related 
to  AIDS,  filed  suit  against  New 
England  Telephone  Co.  (NET) 
last  fall.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  Nos. 
8,41) 

Cronan’s  lawyer,  Paul  Casey, 
told  GCN  he  believes  there  is  an 
excellent  chance  the  case  will  go  to 
trial  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Cronan 
v.  NET  stems  back  to  May  of  1985 
when,  shortly  after  being  diag¬ 
nosed  with  AIDS-related  Complex 
(ARC)  by  his  personal  physician, 
Cronan  asked  NET  of  South  Bos¬ 
ton  for  an  hour  and  one  half  leave 
so  that  he  could  honor  a  doctor’s 
appointment.  According  to 
Cronan,  his  supervisor,  Charles 
O’Brien,  insisted  on  knowing  what 
the  appointment  concerned.  Cro¬ 
nan  told  O’Brien  he  had  been  di¬ 
agnosed  with  ARC,  and  the  super¬ 
visor  promised  him  the  matter 
would  be  treated  with  absolute 
confidentiality.  Despite  O’Brien’s 
promise,  however,  in  less  than  a 
week  rumors  that  Cronan  had 
AIDS  spread  throughout  NET  of¬ 
fices  in  South  Boston,  Brookline 
and  Needham.  The  rumors  led  to 
threats  against  Cronan’s  life  by  his 
co-workers  and,  ultimately,  a 
company  physician  forced  him  on¬ 
to  disabilitiy  leave. 

GCN  was  told  by  NET  of  South 
Boston  that  O’Brien  no  longer 
works  for  the  company.  No  other 
information  about  O’Brien  was 
available. 


During  the  summer  of  1985,  said 
Cronan,  he  made  attempts  to  be 
reinstated  by  directly  contacting 
NET  officials.  “Because  I  could 
work,”  he  told  GCN,  “I  wanted 
to  work  —  as  long  as  the  company 
would  assure  me  that  I’d  be  safe 
from  harm  [by  other  employees.]” 
However,  his  requests  went  un¬ 
heeded  until  the  day  after  he  was 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  last 
September,  when  he  received  a 
single-sentence  letter  from  NET. 
“Basically,”  Cronan  explained, 
“it  said  ‘we’re  sorry  to  hear  about 
your  illness  and  we’re  interested  in 
you  coming  back  to  work  for  us.’” 
He  says  he  did  not  take  the  offer 
seriously  because  of  the  way  he 
had  already  been  treated  by  NET 
and  because  the  company  did 
nothing  to  assure  him  that  he 
would  be  safe  if  he  did  return. 
NET  officials  will  not  comment  on 
correspondence  between  the  com¬ 
pany  and  Cronan. 

At  the  probalbe  cause  hearing 
on  the  15th,  Holly  Laurent,  at¬ 
torney  for  NET  argued  that 
Cronan’s  claim  to  breach  of  con¬ 
fidentiality  is  “unfounded,”  and, 
therefore,  the  case  should  be 
thrown  out.  Laurent  asserted, 
“The  state  has  held  [in  other  cases] 
that  confidentiality  involves  only 
physician  [-employer]  and  not 
employer  [-employee  relations.]” 
“Privacy,”  she  added,  “is  a 
negotiable  concept.”  Laurent  also 
stated  that  employers  already  have 
the  right  to  acquire  and  dis¬ 
seminate  information  on  the 
health  of  employees  in  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  insurance  and  job  safety. 

Attorney  Casey  flatly  rejected 
Laurent’s  claims.  “Time  and 
again,”  he  told  GCN,  “the 
Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


keynote  address  at  the  conven¬ 
tions’s  closing,  “history  can 
nourish  if  it  tells  the  truth.  Our 
history  and  the  history  of  all  those 
who  have  resisted  must  be  made  a 
living  thing... From  Stonewall  to 
Soweto,  the  people  are  resisting. 
And  that  chant  has  brought  us  into 
new  lands. 

Noting  that  gay  people  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  are  largely  invisible  in 
the  history  written  by  “the  col¬ 
onizer,”  Nestle  said,  “we  must 
continue  piecing  together  the 
fullness  of  our  story”  and  un¬ 
covering  documents  of  the  “small 
voices”  and  of  the  “social  and 
political  groups  who  forced  the 
history  on  them.”  She  cited  an  ex¬ 
ample  from  Jonathan  Katz’s  Gay 
American  History,  of  an  inter¬ 
racial  group  of  heterosexual  and 
homosexual  men  and  women  in 
Los  Angeles,  the  Knights  of  the 
Clock,  who  “joined  together  in 
1950  with  the  aim  of  promoting 
understanding  of  homosexuals  be¬ 
tween  Blacks  and  whites  and  offer¬ 
ing  social,  employment  and  hous¬ 
ing  services,  especially  to  inter¬ 
racial  couples.” 

Touching  on  the  particular  work 
of  BWMT,  Nestle  said,  “History 
will  betray  us,  if  we  betray  it,  if  we 
do  not  learn  the  language  of  each 
other’s  historical  truths,  if  we 
don’t  grow  aware  of  the  places 
where  life  has  been  stolen... This  is 
one  reason  why  this  group  is  so  im¬ 
portant.  Coalition  politics  is 
desperately  needed.”  Nestle  add¬ 
ed,  “One  of  the  strongest  gifts  you 
give  this  hate-filled  society  is  proof 
that  neither  racism,  nor  classism 
nor  homophobia  can  silence  a  liv¬ 
ing  voice  nor  stop  a  living  touch.” 

Other  speakers  on  history  in¬ 


cluded  lesbian  activist  Virginia 
Apuzzo,  who  welcomed  the  “new 
bridges  BWMT  is  building.” 
Apuzzo  criticized  the  Supreme 
Court  ruling  in  the  Georgia  sod¬ 
omy  case,  stating  that  “Lady  Lib¬ 
erty’s  back  is  still  turned.  We  have 
to  turn  her  around.” 

Amber  Hollibaugh,  lesbian 
writer  and  political  activist,  told 


Perceptions.”  Stressing  the  limits 
of  the  victimizers,  Robinson  said, 
“The  basic  powerlessness  of  the 
bourgeoise  is  hidden  by  its  cloak  of 
domination  and  mendacity.  It 
does  not  create.  We  do.”  Robin¬ 
son  told  delegates,  “You  are  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  dominated  and  ex¬ 
ploited  trying  to  move... It  takes  a 
very  strong  and  courageous  person 


The  Lavendar  Light  Gospel  Choir  performs. 


the  audience  her  own  search  into 
history  is  motivated  by  both  per¬ 
sonal  and  political  goals.  “I 
wanted  to  know  where  I  came 
from.  I  came  out  in  isolation.  I 
wanted  to  know  what  happened  to 
other  people.  Once  we  know  where 
we  come  from,  we  know  the 
mechanism,  we  can  take  control.” 
She  added,  “What  led  other  men 
and  women  to  their  erotic  desires? 
Why  do  you  do  it,  pick  who  you 
do?  When  people  are  free,  they 
can  tell  you  these  things.” 

Pat  Robinson,  a  clinical  social 
worker  addressed  delegates  on  the 
theme,  “Victims  and  Victimizers: 
How  History  Shapes 


to  decide  to  seek  what  is  really  be¬ 
hind  the  bourgeois  curtain  of  lies 
and  propoganda  because  retal¬ 
iation  is  terrible  and  this  is  what 
you  all  know... Don’t  be  intellec¬ 
tual,  be  honest.  The  bourgeoisie  is 
the  only  one  with  a  lot  to  hide,  and 
don’t  you  forget  it.” 

“Fighting  racism  in  1986,”  was 
the  title  of  Barbara  Smith’s  talk. 
Smith,  who  is  an  author,  editor 
and  co-founder  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press,  said, 
“Racism  is  only  one  of  myriad  op¬ 
pressions  we  have  to  fight.  We 
fight  racism  in  the  context  of 
fighting  other  -isms.  We  probably 

Continued  on  page  3 


Mass.  Passes  Law  to  Grant 
HTLV-ffl  Confidentiality 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Activists  here  are 
celebrating  the  passage  of  legisla¬ 
tion  which  requires  the  confiden¬ 
tiality  of  HTLV-III  testing.  House 
Bill  5491,  sponsored  by  Represen¬ 
tative  John  McDonough 
(D-Boston)  and  co-authored  by 
the  AIDS  Law  Project  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  passed  its  final  hurdle  in 
the  Senate  on  July  10. 

H5491  specifically  states  that 
health  care  providers  and  employ¬ 
ers  can  not  administer  the  test 
without  the  written  consent  of  the 
person  to  be  tested;  can  neither 
disclose  results  if  the  test  is  ad¬ 
ministered  nor  identify  the  person 
as  having  been  tested;  and  can  not 
use  such  results  as  a  condition  for 
employment. 

The  bill,  introduced  in  the 
Senate  by  Edward  Burke 
(D-Framingham),  had  been  met 
with  opposition  following  speedy 
passage  by  the  House  on  May  21. 
Members  of  the  Senate  attempted 
to  tack  on  amendments,  which 
would  have  made  the  bill  unaccep¬ 
table  to  many  of  its  advocates. 

One  such  amendment,  proposed 
by  Senator  Robert  Buell 
(R-Boxford)  exempted  health  care 
workers  from  being  protected  by 
the  bill.  It  initially  passed  on  June 
30  by  three  votes.  During  the  same 


week  Senator  John  Parker 
(R-Taunton)  introduced  an 
amendment  which  would  have 
allowed  a  health  care  professional 
to  take  someone  to  court  if  he  or 
she  refused  to  sign  a  consent  form 
and  later  tested  HTLV-III 
positive. 

According  to  Arline  Isaacson, 
co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
•and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  ac¬ 
tivists  worked  “non-stop”  to 
repeal  the  Buell  amendment. 
“Some  people  said,  ‘What’s  the  big 
deal  [having  the  Buell  amendment 
attached  to  the  bill]?’  Some  of  the 
sponsors  didn’t  feel  confident 
pushing  to  get  the  amendment  re¬ 
considered  unless  we  could 
guarantee  that  the  votes  were 
changed.”  Caucus  members,  in 
addition  to  lobbying  senators  to 
repeal  the  amendment,  successful¬ 
ly  requested  that  Public  Health 
Commissioner  Bailus  Walker  send 
a  letter  to  all  the  senators  saying  he 
supports  the  bill  without  amend¬ 
ments;  gained  support  from 
AFSCME  and  SEIU,  unions  who 
represent  health  care  workers;  and 
asked  for  and  received  help  in  lob¬ 
bying  from  Dukakis  employee 
Marianne  Walsh  and  Senators 
Gerard  D’Amico  (D-Worcester), 
Salvatore  Albano  (D-Somerville) 
and  George  Bachrach 


(D- Watertown). 

On  July  8,  confident  that  the 
votes  were  with  him,  Senator  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  proposed  reconsid¬ 
eration  of  the  Buell  amendment.  It 
was  defeated,  along  with  the 
Parker  amendment  that  day. 

On  July  9,  Senator  Kirby  in¬ 
troduced  another  amendment 
which  virtually  gutted  the  bill, 
deleting  everything  except  the  first 
sentence  which  prevents  health 
care  facilities  from  conducting 
HTLV-III  tests  without  written 
and  informed  consent  from  pa¬ 
tients.  This  amendment  was  de¬ 
feated  the  next  day. 

“As  the  hearts  of  everyone  in 
the  Caucus  were  beating  at  50 
miles  per  hour,”  said  Isaacson,  the 
Senate  voted  21-13  to  approve  the 
bill  on  July  9.  The  bill  formally 
passed  the  legislature  the  next  day 
after  approval  by  the  House  and 
then  once  again  by  the  Senate. 

Governor  Dukakis  signed  the 
bill  into  law  privately  on  July  15. 

“I’m  pleased  that  this  bill 
passed  and  that  we  were  able  to 
fight  back  the  amendments,”  said 
Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of 
GLAD,  and  one  of  the  co-authors 
of  the  original  bill.  “People  in  the 
State  House  are  beginning  to  see 
that  quick-fix  solutions  [to  AIDS] 
Continued  on  page  6 
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quote  of  the  week 

“The  Justice  Department’s  conclusion  that  Sec¬ 
tion  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  does  not 
prohibit  discrimination  based  on  actual  or  perceived 
capacity  to  transmit  AIDS  to  others  has  been  assailed 
as  legally  or  medically  flawed,  meanspirited,  and  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  the  gay  community.  The  criticisms  are 
misplaced.  The  Department’s  sober  examination  of 
the  Rehabilitation  Act  reveals  a  commendable  ded¬ 
ication  to  the  rule  of  the  law  and  the  belief  that  Con¬ 
gress,  not  bureaucrats,  should  be  the  foremost  ar¬ 
chitect  of  national  public  policy.” 

—  Bruce  Fein,  Associate  Deputy  Attorney 
General  in  the  Justice  Department  from  1981  to  1983, 
and  currently  with  the  American  Enterprise  Institute, 
in  an  opinion  piece  in  the  New  York  Times,  Sunday, 
July  13. 


boy-love  world 

Maastricht,  Holland  —  Ganymede  International 
has  published  the  first  issue  of  Boy-Love  World,  a 
quarterly  magazine  which  aims  “to  inform,  educate, 
and  liberate  all  concerned  with  boy-love.”  Subscrip¬ 
tions  for  one  year  (four  issues)  from  the  U.S.  are  $20 
and  may  be  ordered  from  Ganymede  International, 
P.O.Box  608,  6200  AP  Maastricht,  The  Netherlands. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


a  ‘covenant’  for  catholic  georgetown 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Mayor  Marion  Barry  has 
decided  to  link  a  bill  closing  part  of  a  street  for 
Georgetown  University  to  a  “covenant”  requiring 
Georgetown  to  adopt  a  non-discrimination  policy 
regarding  gay  campus  groups,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade. 

Georgetown  has  refused  to  recognize  the  gay 
and  lesbian  student  groups  on  campus.  In  response, 
students  have  sued  the  university  for  violating  the 
District’s  gay  rights  law.  Georgetown  has  claimed 
that  it  is  exempt  from  that  law  because  it  is  a 
Catholic-run  school. 

The  bill  to  close  the  section  of  the  street,  which 
Georgetown  wants  to  use  as  a  link  to  a  new  library, 
was  originally  submitted  without  the  anti- 
discrimination  language.  But  Mayor  Barry  decided  to 
add  a  “covenant,”  an  accompanying  document  that 
would  not  change  the  text  of  the  actual  bill. 

Gay  rights  activists  in  Washington  were  pleased 
by  the  addition,  but  worried  that,  unless  the  bill  itself 
spelled  out  the  anti-discrimination  conditions, 
Georgetown  officials  would  find  a  way  to  circumvent 
them. 

Further,  activists  are  worried  about  attempts  by 
Georgetown  to  link  the  outcome  of  the  students’ 
lawsuit  with  approval  of  the  street  closing.  School  of¬ 
ficials  have  said  that  a  court  ruling  in  their  favor 
would  force  the  District  to  allow  the  street  closing. 
Rights  activists  have  disagreed,  saying  that,  while  a 
ruling  in  favor  of  Georgetown  would  allow  the  school 
to  continue  to  discriminate  against  gay  and  lesbian 
student  groups,  it  need  not  force  the  city  to  grant  the 
privilege  of  closing  the  street. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


transvestite-transsexual  service 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  The  North  American 
Transvestite-Transsexual  Contact  Service  is  moving 
to  a  new  address.  The  service  is  completely  free  and 
has  over  20,000  members.  The  new  address  is  801 
East  Harrison  St.,  Seattle,  WA  98102.  The  national 
hotline  number  is  (206)624-8266 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


pleasure  palace  to  benefit  the  saints 

BOSTON  —  Where  can  you  get  a  massage,  play 
twister,  get  a  kiss  from  the  “traveling  kisser,”  eat 
good  food  and  dance  with  lesbians  all  under  the  same 
roof?  At  the  Pleasure  Palace,  of  course. 

On  Saturday  July  26  from  7:30  pm  to  11,  the 
Positively  Revolting  affinity  group  will  sponsor  a 
Pleasure  Palace  at  the  Women’s  Center  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Proceeds  from  the  event  will  go  to  the  Saint’s 
Collective,  four  lesbians  who  are  looking  for  a 
building  to  house  a  women’s  bar  and  social  club.  (See 
GCN  Vol  13,  No.  45). 

Sign  language  interpreters  will  be  available  at 
the  event  and  child  care  will  be  provided.  The 
Women's  Center  is  accessible  to  women  in 
wheelchairs. 

The  Women’s  Center  is  located  at  46  Pleasant 
Street  in  Central  Square.  For  more  information  call 
354-8807  (TTY)  or  426-4469. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


‘just  clean-living  folks’ 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  unique  banquet  was 
held  in  Sydney’s  Heffron  Hall  on  June  28.  The  Gay  Sol¬ 
idarity  Group  celebrated  seventeen  years  of  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation  with  a  “Splash  of  Pink”  dinner. 

The  wide  selection  of  food  was  all  pink  (including 
home-made,  shocking-pink  bread)  as  were  the  table 
cloths,  streamers  and  helium-filled  balloons.  The  ban¬ 
quet  was  held  in  tribute  to  the  international  and  na¬ 
tional  gains  that  have  been  made  since  the  Stonewall 
uprising  in  New  York  City  in  1969.  Australian  gay  men 
and  lesbians  inspired  by  Stonewall  rose  up  in  the  ’70s 
and  over  200  people  were  arrested  during  gay  rights 
demonstrations  and  street  marches  in  Sydney  alone. 

The  diners  included  many  protestors  from  those 
marches.  They  were  entertained  by  the  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  Quire  which  was  celebrating  its  fifth  birthday. 
The  Quire  sings  satirical  and  gay  political  songs,  one 
of  which  includes  the  lines,  “we’re  just  clean-living 
folks/who  like  fiddlin’  with  blokes”  and  “we’re  just 
clean-living  girls/who  like  leather  with  pearls.” 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


a  summer  for  boys  in  skirts 

FRESNO,  CA  —  It  seems  that  cross-dressing 
may  become  the  newest  high  school  fashion  fad.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Seattle  Gay  News,  a  group  of  eight 
junior  high  school  boys  were  so  angry  when  their 
school  refused  to  allow  them  to  wear  shorts  that  they 
came  to  class  wearing  skirts.  Outfits  for  the  occasion 
ranged  from  a  tasteful  blue,  thigh-length  dress  to  a 
green,  lace-trimmed  skirt. 

School  administrators  had  refused  to  allow 
shorts  to  be  worn  to  school,  even  in  Fresno’s  intense 
summer  heat,  because  they  claimed  it  would  disrupt 
classes.  But  the  students  in  skirts  were  granted  a  re- 
evaluation  of  that  policy  and  a  meeting  with  the 
school  principal  in  return  for  a  quick  change  into  long 
pants.  Student  body  president  Sean  Stell  said  that  the 
school’s  administration  was  taking  them  seriously, 
now  that  they  were  wearing  skirts. 

In  a  similar  confrontation,  eight  high  school  boys 
in  Williamstown,  New  Jersey, also  wore  mini-skirts  to 
class,  according  to  Minneapolis’  Equal  Time,  the  pro¬ 
testors  were  prevented  from  entering  the  school  by 
forewarned  officials  and  were  told  to  change  into 
pants  or  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  class.  Six 
students  who  refused  to  drop  their  skirts  for  the  prin¬ 
cipal  were  suspended. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


falwell  flails 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  It  hasn’t  been  the  best  of 
weeks  for  the  Reverend  Jerry  Falwell.  A  panel  of 
judges  in  Sacramento  Superior  Court  threw  out  his 
appeal  of  a  Sacramento  Municipal  Court  decision, 
ordering  the  Reverend  to  pay  $5,000  to  another 
Reverend— Jerry  Sloan. 

The  battle  between  the  Reverends  began  when 
Falwell  appeared  on  a  Sacramento  talk  show  which 
Sloan  attended.  Sloan  asked  Falwell  about  derog¬ 
atory  statements  he  had  made  on  his  Old  Time 
Gospel  Hour  about  the  predominantly  gay 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  (MCC).  Falwell 
denied  that  he  had  called  members  of  the  MCC  “brute 
beasts”  or  said  “Thank  God,  this  vile  and  satanic 
system  will  one  day  be  utterly  annihilated  and  there 
will  be  a  celebration  in  heaven.”  When  Sloan  replied 
that  he  had  the  remarks  on  tape,  Falwell  offered  him 
$5,000  to  produce  it.  When  Sloan  produced  the  tape 
and  Falwell  refused  to  pay  up,  the  case  went  to  court. 

But  the  $5,000  is  not  all  Falwell  will  have  to  pay. 
Calling  Falwell’s  appeal  “wholly  frivolous  and  totally 
without  merit,”  the  court  also  demanded  $2,875  in 
sanctions  for  bringing  a  frivolous  suit.  In  addition, 
Falwell  will  also  have  to  pay  seven  percent  interest  on 
the  $5,000  from  the  date  of  the  initial  September  1985 
ruling  in  Reverend  Sloan’s  favor.  Reverend  Sloan  said 
that  any  profit  from  the  suit  would  be  donated  to 
Sacramento’s  Lambda  Community  Fund,  of  which  he 
is  president. 

*  *  * 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  A  little  further  up  the  coast,  the 
Falwell  forces  are  boiling  over  an  article  published 
last  January  in  the  Seattle  Gay  News.  Seems  the 
News  described  a  local  pastime  in  which  players  di¬ 
aled  1-800-446-5000  from  various  pay  phones.  The 
number  was  also  printed  on  stickers  which,  when  left 
in  appropriate  locations,  brought  many  more  players 
into  the  game.  The  phone  number,  of  course,  is  Jerry 
Falwell’s  toll-free  hotline. 

Toll-free  for  the  caller  perhaps.  Reverend  Falwell 
has  made  it  quite  clear  that  calls  to  the  number  are 
hurting  him  financially  and  has  urged  his  supporters 
to  fight  back.  The  Seattle  News  has  received  letters 
from  as  far  away  as  Texas  in  protest  of  its  having 
"started”  the  whole  thing.  The  paper’s  response  was 
that  “it’s  good  to  know  the  religious  right  reads  [the 
Seattle  Gay  News]  and  takes  us  and  our  readers  very 
seriously.”  That  number  again  —  1-800-446-5000 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


naiad  seeks  lesbian  sci-fi,  spy  novels 

TALAHASSEE,  FL  —  The  Naiad  press  is  seeking 
fiction  works  in  both  the  science  fiction  and  interna¬ 
tional  intrigue/spy  novel  genres  by  lesbian  authors. 

A  prospective  author  should  send  a  one-page  let¬ 
ter  about  herself  along  with  a  one-page  precis  of  her 
book  to  Naiad  Press,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  10543, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32302. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


police  force  gay  man  to  take  htlv-3  test 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  In  an  apparent  violation  of 
California  state  law,  a  gay  man  was  forced  to  submit 
to  an  HTLV-III  blood  test  after  being  arrested  at  the 
Gay  Pride  Parade  here,  according  to  the  Advocate. 

Brian  Barlow  was  arrested  during  a  confronta¬ 
tion  between  parade  participants  and  a  group  of  fun¬ 
damentalists.  Police  allege  that  Barlow  bit  two  of  the 
officers  during  the  scuffle.  Barlow  refused  to  submit 
to  a  test  at  at  nearby  hospital,  but  claims  that  he  was 
later  forced  to  do  so  at  the  San  Diego  jail. 

Barlow  has  sued  the  department  for  violating 
California  state  law  which  forbids  any  such  test  being 
made  mandatory  and  which  requires  that  the  results 
from  the  test  be  kept  confidential. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


good  news  for  gay  fathers 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  Good  news  on  the  gay  fathers 
front  according  to  two  articles  in  Miami’s  the  Weekly 
News.  Frank  Batey,  a  42-year-old  gay  man,  has  again 
won  custody  of  his  son.  Batey  had  first  won  custody 
in  1982,  but  his  ex-wife,  Betty  Lou,  had  kidnapped  the 
child  on  his  first  scheduled  visit  to  her. 

Betty  Lou  Batey  surrendered  herself  to  police  in 
Denver  after  hiding  and  travelling  with  the  boy  for 
nineteen  months.  A  fundamentalist  Christian 
adamantly  opposed  to  homosexuality,  she  then  tried 
to  regain  legal  custody.  Frank  Batey  faced  a  barrage 
of  anti-gay  fundamentalist  testimony  in  court,  but  the 
judge  appeared  to  base  his  decision  on  a  private  con¬ 
versation  with  the  boy,  who  is  now  fifteen. 

“It  caught  me  by  complete  surprise.  I  think  the 
judge  finally  listened  to  [my  son]  Brian,”  Batey  said. 
“Homosexuality  is  the  reason  it  has  taken  me  eleven 
years  to  get  custody  of  my  son,”  he  added.  “When 
organizations  scream  ‘homo,’  a  person’s  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  go  out  the  door.” 

*  *  * 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  A  state  Court  of  Appeals  here 
has  ruled  that  a  parent’s  sexual  orientation  should 
not  be  a  factor  in  determining  child  visitation  rights. 
The  decision  overturned  a  ruling  which  allowed  a  gay 
man  to  visit  his  son,  but  barred  him  from  associating 
with  his  lover  in  a  way  that  “the  boy  could  get  the  idea 
that  the  two  men  are  other  than  casual  friends.” 

The  court,  in  making  its  ruling,  said  that  the 
child’s  needs  should  determine  the  visitation  rights, 
and  that  those  needs  are  separate  from  a  parent’s 
sexuality. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


one  of  the  men  is  well  endowed. ..one 
of  the  women  doesn’t  wear  underwear 

MADISON,  Wl  —  The  Madison  Parks  Commis¬ 
sion  has  unanimously  voted  to  allow  a  sculpture  of 
two  men  standing  next  to  each  other  and  two  women 
sitting  together  to  be  placed  temporarily  in  Orton 
Park.  Hardly  a  controversial  decision,  one  would 
think,  until  one  notices  that  the  sculpture  is  called 
“Gay  Liberation.” 

One  of  two  identical  castings  by  sculptor  George 
Segal,  the  statue  is  on  loan  from  New  York  City  which 
will  eventually  place  it  in  Sheridan  Square  in  Green¬ 
wich  villiage. 

The  sculpture  has  had  its  detractors  in  the  les- 
bian/gay  community— the  sculptor  is  not  gay  nor  do 
the  figures  seem  particularly  gay,  lesbian,  or  liberated 
without  their  title — but  the  real  outcry  has  always 
come  from  the  straight  community  wherever  the 
piece  has  travelled. 

According  to  Madison’s  Out,  the  three  most  com¬ 
mon  kinds  of  ammunition  used  by  speakers  who 
wanted  the  Commission  to  reject  the  statue  were  the 
Bible,  motherhood,  and  AIDS  (which,  we  have  reason 
to  believe,  cannot  be  transmitted  by  even  the  most  in¬ 
timate  contact  with  a  life-size  bronze  statuary  group.) 
The  most  interesting  objection  probably  came  from  a 
woman  who  had  gone  to  investigate  the  statue  on  her 
own.  Her  apparently  detailed  examination  revealed 
that  “one  of  the  men  is  well-endowed  and  one  of  the 
women  doesn’t  wear  underwear.” 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 
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Kevin  McFadden:  A  Gay  Man  Bids  for  Senate 

By  Kim  Westheimer 


"I'm  not  a  gay  candidate.  I’m  a  candidate  who  happens 
to  be  gay.  ”  Kevin  McFadden,  as  quoted  in  the  Boston 
Herald. 

“ The  only  things  that  fags  and  lesbos  have  contributed  to 
society  is  AIDS  and  herpes,  ”  State  Senator  Joe  Walsh 
(D-Dorchester,  sections  of  Milton  and  Randolph)  in  a  1983 
debate  on  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill. 

BOSTON  —  Although  Senate  candidate  Kevin  McFad¬ 
den  asserts  that  his  sexual  preference  is  not  a  major  facet  of 
his  campaign,  it  has  not  gone  unnoticed  that  the  challenger 
to  conservative  homophobe  Joe  Walsh  is  gay.  Newspaper 
accounts  of  the  campaign  invariably  begin  with  leads  such  as 
“Kevin  McFadden,  an  avowed  gay  activist...”  ( Patriot 
Leader  of  Dorchester);  “what  chance  does  a  young  gay  man 
have  running  against  an  incumbent  whose  been  in  the  State 
House  for  more  than  25  years”  (The  Boston  Ledger)-,  and 
“a  Dorchester  gay  activist  anounced  his  candidacy...”  (The 
Boston  Herald). 

What  chance  does  a  liberal  gay  man  have  running  against 
a  man  who  told  the  Patriot  Ledger  his  campaign  strategy  is 
to  “coast  along  and  do  what  I’ve  done  for  the  past  25  years 
and  get  re-elected?”  An  incumbent  who,  according  to  the 
Ledger,  said  in  1982  that  there  were  no  issues  in  his  cam¬ 
paign,  who  in  1984  defeated  Rev.  David  Venator  and  John 
Tortora  with  more  than  80  percent  of  the  vote  with  support 
from  veterans  groups,  the  AFL-CIO  and  a  number  of  chur¬ 
ches. 

According  to  McFadden,  recently  interviewed  by  GCN, 
the  results  of  a  poll  conducted  by  his  campaign  indicate  that 
word  is  out  in  Dorchester,  Milton  and  Randolph  that  Walsh 
may  have  “coasted  along”  one  year  too  many. 

The  poll,  which  surveyed  388  Democrats  and  In¬ 
dependents,  showed  that  McFadden ’s  name  recognition  and 
credibility  is  increasing  while  Walsh’s  name  recognition  is 
surprisingly  low.  Of  those  surveyed,  19  percent  had  heard  of 
McFadden  and  60  percent  had  heard  of  Walsh.  Of  those 
who  have  heard  of  McFadden,  14  percent  viewed  him 
favorably  and  5  percent  viewed  him  unfavorably.  Of  those 
who  have  heard  of  Walsh,  43  percent  viewed  him  favorably 
and  17  percent  viewed  him  unfavorably. 

Interpreting  these  numbers  at  a  July  1  press  conference, 
McFadden  remarked,  “What  this  shows  is  that  the  incum¬ 
bent,  who  has  ben  in  office  fourteen  years,  is  not  even 
recognized  by  name  by  40  percent  of  those  voters  polled. 
Adding  to  that  40  percent  the  17  percent  who  view  him  un¬ 
favorably,  it  appears  that  there  is  an  almost  incredible  57 
percent  of  the  voters  who  can  be  persuaded  to  support  a 
viable  alternative.  My  campaign’s  publicity  effort  is  just 
beginning,  and  yet  our  grassroots,  door-to-door  style  has 
brought  us  up  to  14  percent  in  the  favorable  ratings,  almost 
20  percent  overall.” 

McFadden,  who  has  been  doorknocking  in  the  Senate 
district  was  not  surprised  by  the  results.  “I’m  getting  a  phe¬ 
nomenal  reception.  1  did  door-to-door  in  one  whole  precinct 
and  1  got  two  Joe  Walsh  supporters  [out]  of  the  people  I 
talked  to  —  a  couple  of  hundred  people.  I  got  some  people 
who  just  about  threw  me  out  the  red  carpet  and  said  ‘I’ve 
been  waiting  to  meet  you.’  ”  In  a  Milton  precinct,  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  campaign  to  be  one  of  the  most  conservative 
precincts  in  the  Senate  district,  McFadden  said  he  came 
away  with  an  amazing  number  of  signatures  for  his  nomina¬ 
tion  papers.  In  addition,  many  of  the  registered  voters  in  this 
precinct  did  not  know  who  their  senator  was. 

“We’ve  even  told  people  that  Joe  Walsh  is  their  state 
senator  and  they’ve  denied  it.  They’ve  said,  ‘Oh,  no, 
Keating  is  or  Manning,’  ”  said  McFadden.  Many  voters  are 
also  shocked  to  hear  that  Walsh  has  two  full-time  jobs.  In 
addition  to  being  a  state  senator,  he  works  in  City  Hall  in  the 
Veterans  Services  division.  According  to  McFadden,  due  to 
this  second  job,  which  he  termed  a  “no  show  job,”  Walsh 
makes  more  money  than  the  governor  of  Massachusetts. 

Walsh  did  not  return  GCN s  calls. 

How,  then,  does  Walsh  win  by  such  a  large  margin  every 


year?  “In  1984  in  the  general  election,”  said  campaign 
manager  for  McFadden,  Ed  Cook,  “There  were  more 
blanks  under  his  name  than  there  were  votes.  People  [who 
voted  for  Walsh]  were  not  really  voting  for  him.  They  were 
voting  for  the  incumbent  or  they  were  voting  because  his  was 
the  only  name  they  had  seen  before.” 

McFadden’s  stands  on  issues. 

McFadden  is  pro-abortion  rights,  supports  rent  control 
and  supports  the  investor  condominium  ban,  which  would 
limit  condo  conversion  by  investors,  sponsored  by  Boston 
City  Councilors  David  Scondras  and  Bruce  Bolling. 
Elaborating  in  regard  to  condominiums,  McFadden  stated, 
“I  have  no  problems  with  building  luxury  condominiums  — 
there ’s  plenty  of  land  around  [for  that].”  Condominiums, 
added  McFadden,  can  even  add  to  the  “affordable 


Kevin  McFadden 


housing”  market.  He  pointed  to  condominiums  being  built 
in  Charlestown  which  will  sell  for  $7,000.  “That’s  progress 
in  terms  of  building  new  buildings  and  making  them  affor¬ 
dable  for  people  who  are  middle  income  and  low  income,” 
he  said. 

McFadden  is  against  presumptive  sentencing,  currently 
being  proposed  by  Governor  Dukakis.  Presumptive  senten¬ 
cing  would  assign  rigid  jail  terms  for  people  convicted  of 
specific  crimes.  “On  a  practical  level,  if  you’re  going  to  do 
that,  then  all  of  these  people  are  going  to  go  to  jail, 
[resulting  in  more]  overcrowding,”  said  McFadden.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  said,  “As  a  gay  man  I’m  sensitive  to  the  fact  that 
police  in  this  state  have  targeted  gay  men  for  arrests  in  cruis¬ 
ing  areas  or  rest  stops.  A  lot  of  men  are  entrapped,  where  in 
fact  there’s  heterosexual  activities  going  on  in  those  parks, 
right  in  the  same  areas.  [Heterosexuals]  are  told  to  move  on 
and  gay  men  are  being  entrapped.”  Under  presumptive 
sentencing,  he  said,  these  gay  men  may  be  faced  with  stiff 
penalties,  “so  presumptive  sentencing  is  definitely  going  to 
affect  minority  people  and  gay  people.’” 

If  elected,  bills  that  McFadden  would  prioritize  include  a 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  and  legislation  to  bring  welfare 
payments  in  Massachusetts  up  to  the  federal  poverty  level. 


In  addition,  he  would  seek  additional  funding  for  education 
and  the  creation  of  low  and  moderate  income  housing. 

“The  human  rights  bill  is  ‘primo’  because  I  think  of  the 
discrimination  that  gay  and  lesbian  people  face  and  the  self¬ 
oppression  that  people  work  under  every  day.”  His  election 
may  be  crucial  to  the  passage  of  such  a  bill,  said  McFadden, 
“The  year  before  David  Scondras  was  elected  there  was  talk 
of  a  civil  rights  bill  in  Boston  and  we  were  told  there  was  no 
way  it  was  going  to  pass  the  City  Council.  When  David  got 
in  it  was  one  of  the  first  things  he  initiated  and  it  passed  1 2  to 
one.  Just  as  David  Scondras  was  able  to  turn  things  around 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  my  being  a  state  senator  is  going  to 
turn  things  around  on  Beacon  Hill.” 

Getting  things  done:  coalition  building  and  compromise 

McFadden  said  he  knows  that  as  a  freshman  senator,  he 
will  face  an  uphill  battle  for  legislative  change.  “I  don’t 
think  it’s  going  to  be  as  easy  as  some  might  think  it  was.  I 
[won’t  be  able]  to  just  walk  in  there  and  say  ‘viola’  and  peo¬ 
ple  will  say  ‘Oh  this  is  the  new  freshman  senator  from  Dor¬ 
chester,  Milton  and  Randolph.’  No,  I’m  going  to  be  a 
freshman  senator  and  it’s  going  to  take  a  while  to  learn  the 
ropes.” 

“I  may  have  an  agenda  but  I  may  not  be  able  to  get  that 
agenda  accomplished  without  compromising  and  voting 
along  with  other  people’s  agendas  to  a  certain  extent.  And 
that’s  important  —  compromise  and  getting  what  we  need 
out  of  the  state  government.” 

In  addition,  said  McFadden,  he  is  accustomed  to  working 
in  coalitions  to  get  things  done.  He  cites  his  work  with  two 
neighborhood  groups,  Shawmut  United  Neighbors  and  the 
Codman  Square  Development  Corp.,  as  the  basis  for  much 
of  his  knowledge  about  coalitions.  For  example,  the  east 
side  of  Codman  square,  a  racially  integrated  neighborhood 
where  he  lives,  is  adjoined  by  a  predominantly  Black 
neighborhood  (the  west  side  of  Codman  square).  His  neigh¬ 
borhood,  said  McFadden,  receives  adequate  city  services, 
while  the  west  side  has  poor  city  services.  According  to 
McFadden,  both  neighborhoods  have  joined  to  fight  for 
better  services  on  the  west  side.  “It’s  been  a  whole  process  of 
coalition  building.  Black  people,  white  people,  Hispanic 
people,  people  from  the  Islands  [have]  been  brought 
together  with  these  different  organizations  —  Fair  Share, 
the  Codman  Square  Development  Corp.,  or  the  Codman 
Square  Health  Center.” 

Within  this  coalition,  said  McFadden,  he  has  been  very 
“out”  as  a  gay  man,  resulting  in  a  broad  base  of  support  for 
lesbian  and  gay  issues.  “When  David  Scondras  did  in¬ 
troduce  [human  rights  legislation]  to  the  City  Council,  I  was 
able  to  have  a  lot  of  people  send  letters  of  support  to  their  ci¬ 
ty  councilors.  For  the  most  part  [those  people]  were  straight, 
homeowners,  longtime  residents  and  newcomers  to  Dor¬ 
chester,  Black  and  white.  That’s  the  kind  of  coalition  work 
I’ve  done.” 

Also  evidence  of  his  facility  in  coalition  building,  said 
McFadden,  is  the  list  of  organizations  which  have  currently 
endorsed  him:  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women,  Citizens  for  Participation  in  Political  Ac¬ 
tion  (CPPAX),  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers  Union 
local  26,  and  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance. 

McFadden:  the  resume 

McFadden,  a  Dorchester  resident  for  the  past  six  years, 
has  been  extremely  visible  in  lesbian  and  gay  politics.  He  was 
one  of  the  co-founders  of  Dorchester  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance.  He  was  also  one  of  the  original  steering  committee 
members  of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance. 

He  has  been  the  co-chair  of  the  Shawmut  United 
Neighbors  and  Vice  Chair  of  the  Codman  Square  Develop¬ 
ment  Corp.  which  is  “concerned  with  housing,  redevelop¬ 
ment  and  revitalization  of  Codman  Square.” 

Formerly  a  human  service  worker,  McFadden  and  his 
lover,  Will  Hutchinson,  have  run  a  home  renovation  and 
restoration  business  for  the  past  four  years. 


Gay  Men  of  All  Colors  Meet  in  New  York 
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will  not  live  to  see  the  eradication 
of  racisms  and  other  -isms.”  She 
added  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep 
fighting  because  “you’re  confron¬ 
ting  at  least  two  communities  with 
things  they  don’t  want  to  deal 
with.  You  are  confronting  the 
communities  of  color  which  are  a 
majority,  about  their  homopho¬ 
bia,  and  you  are  confronting  the 
gay  community,  which  has  been 
considered  primarily  white,  with 
their  racism.” 

Smith  described  racial  oppres¬ 
sion  as  “the  most  pervasive  and 
dangerous  oppression  in  my 
life. . . I  don’t  have  to  explain  to  ac¬ 
tivist  gay  men.  Nor,  do  I  have  to 
delineate  the  challenge  of  being 
queer  in  the  Black  community.” 

Smith  concluded  by  applauding 
My  Mama’s  Dead  Squirrel,  by 
Mab  Seagrest,  noting  that  “We 
haven’t  had  nearly  enough  ex¬ 
amples  of  white,  anti-racist  writing 
in  the  lesbian  movement  or  the 
feminist  movement.” 

A  day  of  the  conference  was 
dedicated  to  health  issues,  with 
Diego  Garcia,  Director  of  Clinical 
Services  at  the  Gay  Men’s  Health 


Outgoing  co-chair  John  Bush 
providing  some  entertainment. 


Crisis  in  New  York,  providing  an 
update  on  AIDS.  Garcia  noted 
that  “A  Black  man  or  Hispanic 
man  [diagnosed  with  AIDS]  has  an 
eighteen  week  lifespan  as  com¬ 
pared  to  their  white  counterpart 
[with  a  lifespan]  of  two  years.  That 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  treatment,  the 
availability  of  treatment,  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  health  care  funds  and 
education.  That  is  where  things  are 


stymied  for  our  community. ..Peo¬ 
ple  of  color  aren’t  looked  at  in  any 
special  light.  They  should  be.” 

In  a  later  panel,  also  on  AIDS, 
Suki  Ports  of  the  Minority  Task 
Force  on  AIDS,  noted  that  AIDS’ 
relationship  to  class  has  been  rare¬ 
ly  examined.  Ports  said,  “We  are 
much  too  accepting  of  a  situation 
that  lets  other  people  die  alone  in  a 
horrible  condition.”  Paul  Kawata, 
director  of  the  National  AIDS 
Network  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
also  a  member  of  the  panel,  ex¬ 
pressed  a  need  for  “culturally  sen¬ 
sitive  non-racist  materials  for 
Asians,  Blacks  and  Hispanics,  on 
AIDS,” 

A  number  of  workshops  were 
held  throughout  the  convention 
week,  with  participants  discussing 
leadership  development,  gays  and 
the  spiritual  dimension,  and  final¬ 
ly,  “interracial  Couples:  Common 
Experiences  and  Problems.” 
About  one  quarter  of  convention 
registrants  were  present  for  the 
workshop  on  couples.  Group 
reports  at  its  conclusion  revealed 
that  race  was  not  considered  a 
pivotal  issue  in  most  interracial 


relationships.  Notable  exceptions 
included  concerns  about  white 
partners’  sensitivity  to  racial  pre¬ 
judice  outside  the  relationship  and 
class  issues. 

Culture  offerings  during  the 
week  included  “video  pajama 
parties;”  a  showing  of  Towheads, 
a  play  by  Phillip  Blackwell;  a  boat 
ride  around  Manhattan;  com¬ 
mentary  by  filmmaker  Richard 
Fung,  co-founder  of  Toronto  Gay 
Asians,  on  his  documentary. 
Orientations;  an  excerpt  from 
John  S.  Patterson’s  one-man 
show,  A  Conjure  of  Black  Prose 


and  Poetry;  music  from  Kuumba 
Caravan,  a  women’s  percussion 
workshop;  new  wave  dance  music 
from  Xiotika;  and  a  performance 
by  Lavandar  Light  People  of  All 
Color  Gospel  Choir. 

Cited  by  delegates  as  top  issues 
for  further  work  were  AIDS 
outreach  to  People  of  Color, 
leadership  development, 
discrimination  response  systems 
and  chapter  outreach.  A  new 
Board  was  established  to  in¬ 
vestigate  a  name  change  for 
BWMT  to  reflect  the  diversity  of 
its  members. 


White  caucus  meeting,  BWMT  convention,  July  3. 
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apology  &  thanks 

Dear  GCN : 

I  just  received  the  June  7th  edition  and  I  read  a 
letter  pertaining  to  prisoners  abuse  of  people  who 
write  them  from  the  streets.  I  am  a  prisoner  and 
want  to  express  my  apology.  I  do  not  condone 
this  but  I  would  like  to  try  and  give  some  possible 
reasons  for  this  happening:  the  prisoner  has  been 
locked  up  and  con  games  are  run  on  him/her,  so 
they  retaliate  by  running  games  on  whoever  they 
can;  maybe  they  haven’t  matured  enough  to  fully 
comprehend  the  meaning  and  importance  of  pen 
friends  in  here;  or  most  importantly  they  feel  that 
no  one  really  cares  unless  they  are  willing  to  help 
them  out  by  sending  some  of  the  things  they  need. 

Mr.  Burdick,  thanks  for  that  letter.  It  has  given 
me  a  little  more  insight  as  to  why  people  are  very 
leery  about  writing  prisoners.  I  for  one  enjoy  the 
paper  and  am  very  grateful  for  my  free  subscrip¬ 
tion.  And  I  would  be  enthused  to  receive  a  letter 
from  a  man  with  knowledge  as  you  appear  to 
have.  Feel  free  to  write  and  rest  assured  I  will  not 
play  games  and  maybe  the  two  of  us  can  begin  to 
establish  your  faith  in  prisoners  again. 

Sincerely, 

Donald  Powell 
38437  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 

non-violent  sex 
“offenses” 

Dear  GCN: 

A  gay  man  from  the  Boston  area  has  spent 
nearly  ten  years  in  prison  for  non-violent  sex  “of¬ 
fenses,”  that  he  fondled  two  adolescent  boys  with 
their  permission.  He  was  originally  declared 
“sexually  dangerous”  and  confined  for  the  rest 
of  his  life  at  Bridgewater,  but  in  1981  he  became 
the  only  person  successfully  to  challenge  that 
status.  The  Superior  Court  ruled  that  he  had  not 
been  dangerous  in  the  first  place.  Now  he  is  final¬ 
ly  able  to  apply  for  parole  after  serving  two  thirds 
of  his  sentence.  He  must  show  that  he  will  have  a 
place  to  live  and  a  job  before  the  parole  is 
granted,  but  the  prison  where  he  is  held  has  no 
employment  counselling  or  other  job  opportunity 
program.  His  family  has  completely  abandoned 
him  and  refuses  to  offer  help  of  any  kind. 

The  man  came  out  while  in  prison  and  has  been 
openly  gay  during  incarceration.  His  prison 
record  is  excellent,  with  good  job  reports  (he  has 
done  both  manual  labor  and  clerical  work)  and 
the  mental  health  department,  in  a  report  this 
year,  declared  him  to  be  in  excellent  mental 
health.  He  collects  stamps  as  a  hobby,  he  neither 
smokes  or  drinks,  and  he  is  a  gentle,  soft-spoken 
person.  Prior  to  imprisonment  he  was  self- 
employed  in  advertising  and  never  had  any  dif¬ 
ficulty  financially.  Within  1-3  months  after  get¬ 
ting  out,  he  expects  to  be  able  to  find  a  job  and 
housing  on  his  own.  After  1  month,  he  would  be 
able  to  pay  a  modest  rent  ($200-250  per  month). 
If  you  might  be  able  to  provide  a  room,  a  job  or 
both  (in  Mass.)  for  this  man  for  the  1-3  month 
period,  please  write  me  soon  at  PO  Box  1799, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. 

Thanks. 

Tom  Reeves 


put  my  conviction 
in  perspective 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  May  17  headline,  “Courts  Rule  on  Rights  of 
Gay  Disabled,”  (Vol.  13,  No.  42)  was  right  on 
target.  The  real  winner  in  the  appeal  of  my  convic¬ 
tion  for  sexual  battery  was  my  friend,  who  had  been 
judged  too  retarded  to  consent.  I  argued,  and  the 
First  District  panel  unanimously  agreed,  that  both 
David  and  I  deserved  a  second  opinion  before  trial, 
which  the  judge  had  refused. 

An  important  issue  that  was  not  as  clear  is  my 
reputation  as  an  outspoken  activist  and  journalist. 
GCN' s  story  ignored  key  points  readers  should  con¬ 
sider: 

*  My  earlier  indictment  for  briefly  but  explicitly 
outlining  safe  sex  techniques  on  the  radio  in  1981 
(before  Dr.  Ruth). 

*  The  dramatic  dismissal  of  those  overwrought 
anti-First  Amendment  felonies. 

*  My  successful  federal  suit  against  the  University 
of  Cincinnati  censors  to  reinstate  my  gay/lesbian- 
oriented  course. 

*  City  Council’s  use  of  my  newspaper  column  on 
police  harassment  to  document  “disruptive” 
behavior  by  cruising  gays  downtown. 

*  How  seriously  I  was  overcharged  this  time  as 
police  tried  to  “kill  the  messenger.”  Even  the  pro¬ 
secutor  would  not  press  four  of  the  charges,  and  the 
judge  dismissed  three  others  because,  once  again,  1 
had  not  committed  those  felonies. 

A  court  bailiff,  who  was  convicted  of  sexual  bat¬ 
tery  and  showing  a  “harmful”  Blueboy  magazine  to 
David  was  given  a  year  and  six  months  concurrent 
sentence,  was  released  after  two  months,  and  was 
not  retried  when  his  conviction  was  overturned.  But 
1,  a  gay  activist,  was  dealt  the  maximum  two  year 
term  for  only  one  charge,  and  was  denied  parole 
and  probation. 

The  Hamilton  County  prosecutor  wants  the  Ohio 
Supreme  Court  to  throw  out  the  First  District  rul¬ 
ing,  so  meanwhile  I  languish  in  prison  because  the 
trial  judge  refuses  to  release  me  on  bail. 

1  hope  this  puts  my  conviction  in  perspective  so 
GCN  readers  will  better  appreciate  my  need  for  help 
in  paying  off  outstanding  trial/appeal  expenses, 
and  in  networking  to  find  a  new  job  in  a  new  city.  A 
tax-deductable  donation  to  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Academic  Union  Defense  Fund  (Box  19530,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  OH  45219)  is  a  vote  against  this  continuing 
harassment. 

John  Zeh 
Orient,  OH 

new  pwa  info 

Dear  GCN: 

Since  1  wrote  the  letter  you  published  this  week 
concerning  the  PWA  assistance  with  “Basic  Ser¬ 
vices,”  1  am  no  longer  Chair  and  the  Wednesday 
interviews  are  now  conducted  Thursdays. 

Could  you  please  run  a  “correction”  to  the  ef¬ 
fect?  Christopher  Roos  is  now  Chair  and  may  be 
contacted  at  338-4579.  Also  informational  inter¬ 
views  are  conducted  Thursdays  4-7  pm  at  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  the  first  Basic  Ser¬ 
vices  Training  will  be  held  July  25  and  26. 

Thanks  again  for  your  help. 

Marea  Murray 
Allston,  MA 


uptight  males 

Dear  GCN: 

Within  the  institution  of  heterosexuality,  as  it  is 
now  practiced  in  most  places  around  the  globe,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  roots  of  disharmony 
on  the  planet.  Because  men  traditionally  make  the 
rules  in  the  hetero  relationship,  the  men  have 
never  learned  to  compromise.  Compromise  must 
come  from  equals. 

The  countless  wars  fought  between  these  up¬ 
tight  males  are  due  to  always  getting  their  own 
way,  and  acting  like  spoiled  children  and  throw¬ 
ing  tantrums  (and  missiles)  when  they  can’t  con¬ 
trol  everything. 

Women  are  not  blameless,  though  they  are 
usually  without  power.  While  the  men  fight,  the 
women  are  cheerleading. 

Lesbians  and  Gay  men  have  much  to  teach  the 
heteros  about  equality  in  relationships.  I  hope  it’s 
not  too  late. 

Sincerely, 

Steve  Watkins 
Oakland,  CA 

sexual  orientation 
was  left  open- 
ended 

Dear  GCN: 

I  had  to  read  the  remarks  made  by  John  Whyte 
in  Stephanie  Poggi’s  recent  article  “Homophobia 
in  What’s  Left  of  the  Left”  a  few  times  before  I 
was  certain  of  what  I  was  seeing. 

It  was  only  a  paragraph  in  an  otherwise  valid 
and  interesting  piece,  but  the  concept  of  finding 
homophobia  in  the  publicity  graphics  used  by  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  for  the  “From  All 
Walks  of  Life”  fundraiser  struck  me  as  so  absurd 
that  had  I  not  been  so  stunned  I  might  have  laugh¬ 
ed. 

In  criticizing  the  depiction  of  “women  in  little 
skirts  with  men  and  babies”  perhaps  Mr.  Whyte 
needs  to  be  reminded  that  the  group  with  the  most 
alarming  rate  of  new  AIDS  cases  these  days  is 
heterosexual  women,  or  that  from  these  women 
babies  are  being  born  into  the  world  with  the 
disease.  Children  born  dying  before  they’ve  even 
had  a  chance  at  life. 

The  battle  cry  all  along  to  force  more  federal 
funding  and  protect  our  civil  rights  has  been  to 
stress  the  fact  that  AIDS  is  not  a  “gay  disease.” 
Sc  what  is  Mr.  Whyte’s  complaint? 

The  thousands  of  people  who  joined  us  in  that 
particularly  successful  fundraiser  were  indeed 
from  all  walks  of  life.  The  graphics  Mr.  Whyte 
criticizes  depict  a  heterosexual  couple  with 
children,  assumedly  single  parents  of  both  sexes 
and  assorted  individual  figures,  both  white  and  of 
color.  Granted,  you  can’t  get  the  whole  world  on 
one  T-shirt,  but  as  a  generalization  I  think  that’s 
fairly  encompassing  and  in  my  opinion  sexual 
orientation  was  left  open-ended. 

People  from  all  walks  of  life  are  getting  AIDS 
and  people  from  all  walks  of  life  are  finally  join¬ 
ing  the  fight  to  stop  it. 

Mr.  Whyte  sounded  almost  territorial  in  claim¬ 
ing  he  was  made  to  feel  as  though  he  “wasn’t  en¬ 
tirely  welcome,”  as  if  he  were  in  some  way  being 
pushed  aside  by  intruders. 

If  Mr.  Whyte  would  like  to  look  upon  the 
AIDS  epidemic  as  gay  terrain  he’s  entitled  to,  but 
most  of  us  have  been  struggling  for  a  long  time 
now  to  convince  the  world  that  that  is  a  distinc¬ 
tion  we  neither  deserve  nor  enjoy. 

Gay  men  have  been  so  heavily  victimized  by 
both  the  press  and  the  public  in  this  issue  that  any 
attempt  made  to  illustrate  the  matter  without  a 
homosexual  focus  should  be  regarded  by  the  com¬ 
munity  with  relief,  not  scorn. 

Mark  Joseph  Krier 
Boston,  MA 


good  news  &  bad 

Dear  GCN: 

Good  news  today  and  bad  news.  The  good  is 
that  I  received  my  first  GCN  today  since  early 
April  when  I  was  transferred  in  the  dead  of  night 
for  ‘security’  reasons.  BS! ! ! 

The  bad  is  that  the  parole  board  today  hit  me 
with  two  more  years,  for  no  good  reason  except 
perhaps  that  Ronnie  was  1 0  days  short  of  his  13th 
birthday  when  I  made  love  to  him. 

It  was  alright  for  his  father  to  beat  him  with  his 
fists,  call  him  all  sorts  of  hateful  names  and 
threaten  to  kill  him  because  he  (Ronnie)  was  a 
“fucking  pansy”  and  a  “sissy.”  Had  1  beaten 
Ronnie  I’d  still  be  free.  Instead  I  chose  to  love 
him  and  I’m  in  prison. 

Thank  you  for  listening  (and  for  the  paper!), 
LKD  (a  prisoner) 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOCBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Man/Boy  Sex: 


Think  About  the  Love  a  Gay 

By  Scott  O  'Hara 


Youth  Needs 


I  am  a  gay  male,  25  years  old.  From  age  12, 1  actively  sought  out  contact  with  gay  men, 
especially  for  sex.  Although  1  did  fantasize  about  my  peers,  it  was  always  older  gay  men  who 
taught  me  —  not  only  about  sex,  but  about  being  proud  of  myself,  being  socially  aware  and 
compassionate  —  in  short,  all  the  things  that  my  conservative,  deeply  religious  (and  loving) 
parents  could  not  teach  me.  These  men,  throughout  my  teen  years,  ranged  from  28  to  58  — 
and  1  am  grateful  to  each  of  them  for  taking  a  risk  with  me.  1  don’t  think  I  understood  at  the 
time  how  severe  the  risk  was;  I’m  starting  to  learn.  It  wasn’t  limited  to  legal  risk.  They 
risked  being  shunnned  and  called  “scum”  and  “child  molester”  by  other  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  I  know;  I’ve  now  marched  in  the  G/L  Freedom  Day  Parades  with  NAMBLA,  and 


both  times  have  been  hissed  and  booed  by  men  and  women  who  should  have  known  better. 

Were  none  of  these  people  ever  teenaged,  gay,  and  alone?  Am  1  the  only  gay  person  to 
have  learned  a  sense  of  identity  from  a  50-year-old  man  —  who  just  happened  to  be  great  sex 
as  well?  Does  the  gay  community  have  collective  amnesia?  From  the  reactions  of 
Christopher  St.  West,  one  would  think  so.  Intergenerational  love  “is  not  a  gay  issue?” 
Think  again,  CSW.  Or,  more  accurately,  think.  Think  about  your  own  pasts,  and  the  lonely 
present  of  our  future  generation.  Think  about  how  much  love  a  gay  youth  needs,  so  that  he 
does  not  grow  up  hating  himself.  And  think  about  learning  a  little  more  about  love. 

Scott  O’Hara  is  a  GCN  reader  from  San  Francisco,  CA. 


A  Boy  Prostitute ’s  Perspective 

By  Jack  Ryan 


It  is  a  muggy  summer  night  in  Philadelphia.  The  year  is  1969.  A  man  lies  naked  on  his 
bed,  his  skin  damp  with  sweat.  He  writes  for  a  local  newspaper  during  the  day  and  his  room 
is  filled  with  symbols  of  adult  power,  income  and  status. 

Reclining  in  the  man’s  arms  is  a  nude  thirteen-year-old  boy.  The  lad  weighs  95  pounds. 
He  comes  from  a  family  struggling  to  get  by  financially  and  receives  no  allowance.  Too 
young  to  join  the  workforce  his  only  income  consists  of  running  the  occasional  odd  job  for  a 
neighbor  —  fifty  cents  here,  a  dollar  there.  In  contrast  to  his  adult  companion,  he  has  no 
status  in  the  community.  He  is  a  “mere  child,”  “protected”  by  the  adult  world  from  the 
“burden”  of  having  real  control  over  the  circumstances  of  his  daily  existence.  Throughout 
this  boy’s  life  adults  such  as  the  man  in  whose  arms  he  lies  have  used  their  greater  size, 
strength  and  sophistication  to  exact  submission  and  obedience  from  him. 

Who  would  appear  to  hold  the  power  in  this  relationship?  Would  it  sound  absurd  to  say 
that  the  boy  does?  Read  on. 

Closing  his  eyes  the  boy  thinks  longingly  of  a  pretty  lass  from  his  junior  high  school.  He 
sees  her  girlish  smile  and  chestnut  brown  tresses  spilling  gently  down  her  shoulders  and 
coming  to  rest  against  firm  breasts  which  press  against  her  blouse  like  ripening  peaches.  He 
imagines  her  in  his  arms,  the  curves  of  her  body  pressing  against  his  own,  her  warm,  sweet 
fragrance  and  her  eager  kisses. 

As  the  boy  lies  back  on  the  bed  his  penis  stirs  restlessly  to  life,  swelling  and  stiffening. 
His  adult  partner  begins  to  fellate  him.  Opening  his  eyes  after  awhile  the  boy  briefly  checks 
to  see  if  his  partner  has  climaxed... no,  not  yet.  From  time  to  time  he  pauses  in  his  reverie  to 
check  again  until  finally  he  sees  that  the  man  has  obtained  sexual  release.  Now  it  is  time.  He 
imagines  the  girl  of  his  dreams  and  himself  throwing  off  their  clothes  and  joyously 
copulating  in  wanton  abandon.  Soon. ..very  soon.  Up  from  the  deep  the  volcanic  magma 
rises,  driven  by  inexorable  force  it  ERUPTS.  The  boy  grips  the  bedsheets  in  his  fists  and 
cries  out  involuntarily  from  the  exquisite  sensation,  so  brief  but  so  very,  very  good;  a 
sensation  still  relatively  new  to  one  so  young. 

As  the  boy  lies  back,  satiated,  his  adult  companion  pours  him  a  glass  of  wine.  The  boy  is 
not  permitted  to  drink  wine  at  home  and  his  eyes  glisten  with  the  illicit  thrill  of  tasting  the 
forbidden  fruit.  But  the  best  is  yet  to  come.  As  the  boy  sips  from  his  cup  the  man  fumbles 
through  his  trouser  pockets  and  pulls  out  a  crisp  twenty  dollar  bill  which  he  hands  to  the 
boy.  The  boy’s  head  spins  slightly  as  he  holds  the  piece  of  paper  in  his  hand,  admiring  the 
aristocratic  visage  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Twenty  dollars  for  ten  minutes  work,  and  such 
pleasant  work  at  that!  Never  had  money  come  so  plentifully  or  so  easily  to  the  boy. 

Shortly  afterwards,  the  boy  descends  the  steps  of  the  man’s  house  to  the  street.  Flushed 
with  wine  and  self-satisfaction,  his  sensorium  fills  with  the  sound  of  distant  sirens,  the 
chatter  of  passersby  and  the  hot  starry  night.  Twenty  dollars!  Yes,  twenty  dollars  to  spend 
anyway  he  liked. 

So  began  my  career  as  a  boy  prostitute. 

Contrary  to  what  Anita  Bryant  would  have  predicted  I  did  not  grow  up  to  be  gay.  I  did 
grow  up  to  be  a  libertarian  leftist  and  an  active  supporter  of  revolutionary  feminism,  gay 
liberation  and  kid’s  liberation.  Recently,  while  researching  the  age-of-consent  issue  I  ran 
across  a  book  called  The  Age  Taboo  edited  by  Daniel  Tsang. 

This  book  quotes  the  January  20,  1979  issue  of  Gay  Community  News  wherein  Robin 
Morgan  says,  “I  think  boy-love  is  a  euphemism  for  rape,  regardless  of  whether  the  victim 
seems  to  invite  it. ..When  somebody  relatively  powerless  is  getting  fucked,  literally  and 
figuratively,  by  somebody  powerful  that  is  a  rape  situation.  Let’s  not  blame  the  victim.”  I 
wondered  to  myself  what  made  Ms.  Morgan  so  confident  in  her  assessment  of  a  type  of 
relationship  with  which  she,  by  virtue  of  being  a  woman,  could  not  possibly  have  had  any 
direct  experience.  Echoing  down  through  the  years  I  can  still  hear  the  sound  of  my  sneering 
adolescent  laughter  as  I  read  in  the  newspaper  an  article  about  the  terrible  scourge  of  child 
prostitution  and  how  children  like  myself  were  invariably  powerless  playthings  at  the  mercy 
of  adult  whims.  I  knew  better.  I  knew  that  although  there  certainly  was  a  power  differential 
in  my  sexual  relationships  with  adult  men  the  balance  of  power  lay  with  me  not  with  them. 

In  a  man/boy  sexual  encounter,  as  in  any  other  relationship,  the  person  who  needs  the 
relationship  least  has  the  most  power.  This  is  because  the  person  who  can  most  easily  walk 
away  from  the  relationship  is  in  the  best  position  to  exact  concessions  from  the  other.  In  my 
personal  experience  it  is  almost  invariably  the  boy  who  can  most  easily  blow  off  the 
relationship.  Not  only  was  this  always  the  case  with  me,  it  was  nearly  always  the  case  with  all 
the  other  kids  my  age  that  I  knew  who  were  involved  in  sexual  contacts  with  adult  men. 

Bob  was  my  friend.  He  was  two  years  older  than  me;  a  more  experienced  boy  prostitute 
who  took  me  under  his  wing  and  taught  me  how  to  be  a  pro.  He  also  introduced  me  to  one  of 
the  boy  prostitute  subcultures.  I  imagine  that  there  were  a  number  of  different  small 
networks  of  boy  pros,  since  all  the  boys  in  our  group  were  heterosexuals  with  delicate, 
unmuscular  bodies,  beardless  androgynous  faces  and  long  hippie-style  hair.  Not 
surprisingly,  we  all  pretty  much  shared  the  same  clientele  —  men  who  were  turned  on  by 
boys  who  looked  like  us.  Our  customers  were  generally  unknown  to  one  another  while  we 
boys  were  all  each  other’s  buddies.  Hence,  we  could  compare  notes  about  the  men  but  the 
men  couldn’t  compare  notes  about  us.  When  one  of  us  got  on  to  a  new  adult  he  could 
introduce  the  rest  of  us  to  the  man  if  he  wished.  There  is  a  certain  security  for  a  kid  going  to 
bed  for  the  first  time  with  a  physically  stronger  adult  in  knowing  that  one  of  the  kid’s  friends 
has  already  “done  it”  with  the  man  and  pronounced  him  OK,  i.e.  not  a  rapist,  a  psycho  or  a 
swindler. 

When  a  strange  man  would  approach  me  on  the  streets  I  would  take  plenty  of  time  and 
let  him  chat  me  up.  Sometimes  I  would  spend  as  much  as  an  hour  getting  his  measure.  I 
always  trusted  my  “sixth  sense.”  If  a  man  felt  “weird,”  “creepy”  or  “kinky”  to  me  or  if  I 
didn’t  feel  as  if  I  could  tell  where  he  was  coming  from  I  would  turn  him  down  flat.  The  news 
stories  about  John  Wayne  Gacy  and  other  boy-killers  did  not  go  unnoticed  by  me.  The  men 
were  bigger  and  stronger  than  us  and  our  ability  to  screen  them  in  the  initial  solicitation  stage 
was  perhaps  our  most  important  perogative.  Once  inside  the  man’s  house  we  were  on  his 
turf  and  an  unpleasant  situation  which  might  arise  could  prove  harder  to  control.  The 
solution  for  us  was  simply  not  to  walk  into  such  situations  in  the  first  place. 

I  wish  to  stress  that  the  overwhelming  majority  of  adult  boy-lovers  were  in  my 
experience  decent  reasonable  people  who  were  gentle  and  respectful  of  us  and  generally  well- 
heeled.  I  set  certain  standards  about  what  they  could  and  could  not  do  to  me  in  bed  and  these 
standards  were  graciously  respected.  Only  once  in  my  five  year  career  did  I  ever  find  myself 


having  to  deal  with  a  situation  involving  brute  force  by  the  man. 

In  this  instance  a  long-time  customer  called  me  up  for  sex  but  I  declined  saying  I  wasn’t 
in  the  mood  to  turn  a  trick  that  afternoon.  Then  he  told  me  there  was  something  he  urgently 
needed  to  talk  to  me  about  in  person  so  I  went  over  to  his  place.  When  I  arrived  he 
immediately  began  trying  to  seduce  me  and  I  realized  that  the  “urgent  matter”  had  been  just  a 
ploy  to  get  me  to  come  to  his  house.  At  this  point  I  was  pretty  disgusted  with  him  for  wasting 
my  time  and  told  him  so,  but  when  I  started  for  the  door  he  grabbed  me  and  hurled  me  to  the 
bed.  I  tried  to  get  up  but  he  was  on  top  of  me  in  a  flash,  his  greater  strength  and  weight 
pinning  me  like  a  butterfly.  As  I  squirmed  with  all  my  might  to  break  free  I  felt  his  penis 
harden  next  to  me.  My  struggles  were  merely  turning  him  on.  Oh-h-h  shit... 

At  this  point  realizing  that  physical  resistance  was  useless  I  relaxed.  As  a  prostitute  I 
always  tried  to  live  up  to  my  customers  fantasies,  now  I  would  do  the  opposite.  Hell  hath  no 
fire  like  an  adolescent’s  scorn.  I  really  let  him  have  it.  Every  judgemental  observation,  every 
sneering  comment  on  his  case  which  I  had  ever  made  in  my  own  mind  but  not  spoken  aloud 
to  him  out  of  politeness  now  came  pouring  forth.  Every  word  was  drenched  in  poisonous 
sarcasm  and  contempt.  After  a  brief  period  of  this  I  could  feel  his  hard-on  begin  to  wither.  It 
was  working!  Whatever  his  fantasy  was  it  didn’t  involve  this  torrent  of  verbal  abuse,  that’s 
for  sure. 

Pretty  soon  he  let  me  go  and  I  scurried  to  the  center  of  the  room  facing  him  with  the 
door  at  my  back.  He  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the  bed  looking  very  broken  and  depressed.  I 
started  to  feel  sorry  for  him.  However,  I  checked  my  impulse  to  forgive  him  reasoning  that 
man/boy  politics  had  to  take  precedence.  He  had  transgressed  the  unwritten  law  and  I  felt  it 
imperative  that  I  make  him  pay.  Folding  my  arms  across  my  chest  I  eyed  him  imperiously. 

:  Haughtily  I  demanded  of  him  one  good  reason  why  I  shouldn’t  walk  out  of  his  life  forever. 
Miserably  he  asked  for  forgiveness.  I  turned  away  coldly.  Looking  down  at  the  floor  I 
growled  that  after  what  he  had  done  I  had  serious  doubts  about  whether  I  could  ever 
associate  with  someone  like  him,  etc.  Then  I  quickly  turned  on  my  heel  and  left  being  sure  to 
slam  the  door  loudly  for  effect. 

A  few  days  later  he  called  me  up  and  timidly  asked  if  I  was  still  mad.  I  pretended  to  be 
hesitant  and  unsure.  He  apologized  again  and  again.  Eventually  I  said  OK,  that  I  forgave 
him  but  that  I  was  going  to  give  him  just  one  more  chance  and  that’s  all.  Our  relationship 
continued  for  several  more  years  and  he  was  a  perfect  gentleman  from  that  point  onwards. 
The  score?  Boy,  one;  Man,  zero...Incidently,  I  emerged  victorious  from  this  man/boy 
power  play  without  having  had  to  ever  threaten  the  man  with  the  use  of  my  trump  card, 
namely  my  ability  to  bad  mouth  him  to  Bob  and  all  my  boy  prostitute  friends.  They  would 
have  unhesitatingly  boycotted  him  if  I  had  asked  them  to.  Hence,  I  could  have  dried  up  his 
source  of  sex,  much  to  his  dismay.  In  my  five  year  stint  as  a  pro  we  never  had  occasion  to  do 
this  to  anyone.  Our  power  over  the  men  was  so  formidable  that  we  never  needed  to. 

Speaking  of  power,  some  kids  would  even  make  a  man  fall  in  love  with  them  and 
manipulate  him  into  showering  them  with  expensive  gifts,  drugs  and  money.  Once  the  boy 
had  milked  the  man  for  everthing  he  could  get  the  boy  would  callously  break  off  the 
relationship  for  no  apparent  reason  and  leave  the  man  heartbroken.  It  would  be  really 
interesting  to  hear  Robin  Morgan  explain  who  is  exploiting  who  in  cases  like  this.  People 
who  equate  all  transgenerational  sex  with  rape  of  the  younger  person  are  missing  the  point 
entirely. 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  exploitiation  I  should  mention  that  I  also  held 
“legitimate”  jobs  during  part  of  my  prostitution  career.  For  awhile  I  worked  for  $1.50  an 
hour  stocking  shelves,  later  Bob  helped  me  get  hired  as  a  minimum  wage  messenger  boy 

Continued  on  page  12 
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HTLV-III 
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may  make  political  points  in  cer¬ 
tain  communities  but  they  will 
hurt  the  public  health  across  the 
board.  For  example,  if  you  force 
people  to  take  the  HTLV-III  test 
and  don’t  enforce  confidentiality, 
people  won’t  come  forward  to  get 
medical  care  [if  they  fear  they 
have  AIDS  or  ARC]  and  they 
won’t  learn  to  make  the  changes 
they  need  to  make  in  their  lives.” 

Representative  McDonough, 
the  bill’s  sponsor,  concurred  that, 
the  bill  is  a  public  health  measure 
‘‘which  ensures  appropriate  use  of 
this  test.  At  a  time  when  other 
states  are  exhibiting  various  forms 
of  AIDS  hysteria,  Massachusetts 
can  be  proud  to  enact  a  sens'tive, 
progressive  repsonse  .0  this 
crisis.” 

Isaacson  said  the  effects  of  this 
victory  will  be  far  reaching.  ‘‘The 
Caucus  has  been  lobbying  the 
State  House  for  ten  years,”  she 
said.  ‘‘We  hadn’t  won  yet  [until 
now.]”  key  to  his  victory,  she  add¬ 
ed  was  the  support  and  cooper¬ 
ation  from  a  variety  of  individuals 
and  lesbian  and  gay  organizations, 
such  as  GLAD  and  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee.  ‘‘The  community 
needs  to  see  more  efforts  where 
one  organization  is  helped  by 
another  one  and  then  we 
succeed.” 
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Video  Features  Asymptomatic  Person  with  AIDS 

Recovering  from  the  Effects  of  AIDS 


AIDS  IV:  A  Recovery?  A  video 

interview  with  Jim  Carlton,  by  Hal 
Koltin.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network  (Cable  Channel  A3).  Friday 
July  18,  7:30  P.M. 

By  Kenneth  Hale-  Wehmann 

Despite  the  question  mark  in 
this  program’s  title,  Jim  Carlton 
has,  in  hi$  own  words,  “recovered 
from  the  effects  of  AIDS.”  The 
medical  establishment  has  not  yet 
defined  a  phenomenon  called 
“recovery  from  AIDS,”  so  phys¬ 
icians  say  confidently  that  there  is 
no  such  thing,  that  AIDS  is  always 
terminal.  The  major  media  parrot 
this.  Carlton  says,  “I  personally 
can  make  my  own  claim  of  recov¬ 
ery  as  long  as  I  believe  it... I  don’t 
have  to  prove  it  except  to  stay 
alive.”  Carlton’s  belief  in  his  re¬ 
stored  good  health  is  a  major 
factor  in  his  recovery. 

Hal  Koltin,  host  and  producer 
of  AIDS  IV:  A  Recovery?,  begins 
this  interview  establishing 
Carlton’s  background  by  asking 
questions  abut  his  childhood,  his 
study  habits,  his  relations  with  his 
family.  While  these  questions  may 
not  seem  relevant  to  the  topic  of 
Carlton’s  recovery,  they  probably 
help  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
Carlton  and  viewers  who  might  be 
quick  to  disregard  him  —  that  is, 
switch  the  channel — simply  be¬ 
cause  he  is  gay  and  has  had  AIDS. 

The  show  is  the  fourth  in  an 
extended  series  that  began  a  couple 
of  years  ago  with  Koltin 
interviewing  four  men  with  AIDS. 
By  the  taping  of  the  third 
installment  in  September,  1985, 
Carlton,  who  was  diagnosed  in 
1982  with  what  is  now  called 
AIDS-related  complex,  was  the 
only  surviving  interviewee.  Since 
then,  Carlton  has  gotten  well 
through  a  combination  of  his  own 
mental  and  spiritual  outlook  and 
the  intervention  by  scientists  who 


practice  technological  medecine. 

Carlton  is  from  Pennsylvania 
and  came  to  Boston  for  treatment 
after  living  and  working  for 
several  years  in  Puerto  Rico.  He 
was  part  of  a  treatment  program  at 
New  England  Deaconess  Hospital 
headed  by  Dr.  Jerome 
Groopman.  Carlton  credits 
Groopman  with  having  a 
significant  part  in  his  recovery, 
beginning  with  the  very  first 
meeting,  when  Groopman  hugged 
Carlton  and  told  him,  “You’ll  be 
safe.”  Groopman  treated  Carlton 
with  gamma  interferon. 
Apparently  in  response  to  the 
treatment,  the  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  (a 
form  of  cancer  often  contracted  by 
persons  with  AIDS)  on  Carlton’s 
legs  disappeared,  and  within  four 
or  five  months  the  biopsies  were 
“clear.”  Carlton  was  one  of  very 
few  patients  to  respond  positively 
to  gamma  interferon  treatment;  he 
says  it  is  no  longer  being  used  to 
treat  persons  with  AIDS  and  is 
regarded  as  a  failure.  Doctors 
explained  Carlton’s  response  — 
since  it  did  not  fit  their  model  —  as 
a  “unique  chemical  mutation.” 

Carlton’s  other  principal 
symptom  of  AIDS  was  a  form  of 
leukemia  that  impaired  his  body’s 
ability  to  maintain  a  proper  level 
of  blood  platelets.  He  determined 
to  learn  all  he  could  about  this 
disorder.  He  discovered  that  some 
people  with  a  similar  disease  had 
had  their  spleens  removed  and 
subsequently  gotten  well.  As 
Carlton  puts  it,  “I  had  come  to 
believe  that  my  spleen  had  become 
naughty.,. because  it  was  dam¬ 
aging  or  destroying  my  platelets.” 
He  determined  that  he  would  have 
a  splenectomy,  but  his  doctors 
prohibited  it  because  of  the  danger 
of  the  operation  and  because  they 
insisted  it  would  do  nothing  for 
Carlton’s  condition.  They  granted 
his  request  only  after  he  had  a 
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cerebral  hemorrhage  and  his  life 
was  so  endangered  that  the 
operation  seemed  a  reasonable 
risk.  Carlton  had  to  sign  many 
legal  papers  absolving  the  hospital 
of  certain  responsibilities  and 
stating  that  he  understood  the 
operation  was  not  expected  to 
yield  any  benefit  to  him. 

The  splenectomy,  performed  in 
November,  was  a  success.  Not 
only  did  the  leukemia  depart 
Carlton’s  body,  but  there  is  no 
longer  any  sign  of  HTLV-III  virus 
(taken  as  an  indicator  of  AIDS)  in 
his  blood.  Although  the  interview 
conveys  few  details  about 
Carlton’s  present  state  of  health, 
he  certainly  appears  vigorous. 

The  physicians  involved,  once 
again  faced  with  an  event  contrary 


to  their  assmptions,  discounted  it 
as  a  fluke.  Carlton  reports  that 
Groopman  believes  his  improved 
state  after  the  operation  is  “an 
individual  characteristic  of  my 
own  body  chemistry”  —  perhaps  a 
way  of  avoiding  the  conclusion 
that  Carlton  knew  what  was  best 
for  himself. 

The  most  impressive  part  of 
w'atching  Carlton  is  seeing  some  of 
his  fighting  spirit.  He  says  one  of 
his  strengths  during  the  time  he 
manifested  symptoms  of  AIDS 
was  his  arrogance.  It  was  in  this 
spirit  that  he  took  charge  of  his 
medical  treatment. 

Carlton  also  is  unafraid  to  take 
issue  with  the  language  Koltin  uses 
in  discussing  AIDS  or  to  object  to 
certain  lines  of  questioning  as 


irrelevant.  For  example,  when 
Koltin  spends  several  minutes 
inquiring  about  Carlton’s  pre- 
AIDS  sexual  habits  and  number  of 
partners,  Carlton  eventually 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Susdn  Flemchmann 


Sex  Pitted  Against  Race:  The  Debate  That  Needn't  Be 


"Should  Black  Feminists  Even  Attempt 
to  Conduct  a  Sensible  Dialogue  with 
Envious  Black  Men?" 


By  Angela  Bowen 

"If  you  are  a  Black  woman,  it's  easy  to  get  pub¬ 
lished  nowadays,"  states  Ishmael  Reed  in  his 
monotonously  continuous  attacks  on  Black  women 
writers.  Of  course,  Reed  himself  has  been  published 
for  at  least  20  years.  I've  started  three  of  Ishmael’s 
books,  but  finished  only  one  —  with  difficulty.  The 
reason  for  the  problem  was  finally  made  clear  to  me  in 
his  debate  with  Barbara  Smith  on  Tony  Brown's  Journal 
on  June  26.  Ishmael  Reed's  mind  is  a  ball  of  confusion. 
Plenty  of  fear  and  anger  there  also,  concentrated 
directly  at  women. 

Tony  Brown  could  hardly  be  called  a  professional, 
objective  journalist.  His  advocacy  of  Reed's  position 
was  laid  out  in  the  title:  "Do  Black  Feminist  Writers 
Victimize  Black  Men?"  After  viewing  these  two  men 
trying  to  squeeze  Barbara  Smith  in  the  crossfire,  my 
name  for  this  show  would  be,  "Should  Black  Femin¬ 
ists  Even  Attempt  to  Conduct  a  Sensible  Dialogue  with 
Envious  Black  Men?" 

The  word  from  Barbara  Smith  is  that  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  have  this  discussion  without  allowing  a  Black 
feminist  to  address  the  issue.  She  received  word  by 
mailgram  the  Wednedsday  before  the  Saturday  she 
was  to  do  the  show,  only  because  a  woman  connected 
with  Tony  Brown  's  Journal  insisted  that  Smith  be  not¬ 
ified.  And  Barbara  Smith,  knowing  how  little  chance 
Black  lesbian  feminists  have  to  be  heard,  picked  up 
the  gauntlet. 

Smith  used  her  agile  mind  to  slip  her  Black  fem¬ 
inist  agenda  in  wherever  she  could  find  a  tiny  space 
between  the  verbal  onslaught  of  the  two  men.  Calling 
this  problem  between  our  women  and  men  '  crucial, ' ' 
Smith  stated  that  the  survival  of  the  race  depends  on 
finding  solutions  to  the  problem.  She  let  the  viewers 
know  that  Black  feminists  have  concerns  for  our  fam¬ 
ilies  —  men,  women  and  children  —  for  our  sisters  on 
welfare  struggling  at  a  subsistence  level  and  that  we 
are  concerned  with  incest,  battering,  rape  and 
murder.  When  she  spoke  of  the  murders  of  Black 
women  in  Boston  in  the  ’70s  and  the  mobilization  of 
Black  feminists  around  that  issue,  Reed's  response 
was  that  "Women  murder  more  men  than 
vice-versa.” 

He  tried  to  do  a  similar  inside/out  twist  on  our 
respect  for  Zora  Neale  Hurston.  Reed  attempted  to  put 
down  Hurston  as  someone  being  dragged  out  by  fem¬ 
inists  as  a  symbol,  stating  that  the  women  in  Their  Eyes 
Were  Watching  God  were  just  as  mean  as  the  men. 
Smith  explained  to  him  that  the  focus  of  the  book  was 
not  the  meanness  of  the  women,  but  simply,  "Was 
Janie  (the  heroine)  going  to  have  autonomy?"  In 
response  to  a  hostile  Tony  Brown  question  about  the 
book,  The  Color  Purple,  which  Smith  calls  a  great  work 
of  art,  Smith  stated,  "A  priority  of  Black  feminist 
writers  is  to  use  Black  literature  to  capture  the  Black 
experience  in  all  its  diversity."  She  called  Walker's 
best-seller  "a  very  familial  book,"  and  said,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  that  it  was  most  people's  only  experiece  with 
Black  lesbians,  giving  straight  society  a  chance  to  see 
us  as  real  people. 

The  debate  also  gave  the  audience  a  chance  to  hear 
the  logic  of  Smith's  position  juxtaposed  against  the 
words  of  a  man  who,  after  stating  at  the  beginning  of 
the  show  that  there  was  no  point  in  name-calling 
(because  Barbara  had  once  called  him  a  misogynist  in 
print),  proceeded  to  name-call  every  woman  author  he 
named.  Thinking  he  had  scored  a  point  against  Alice 
Walker,  whom  he  claimed  had  maligned  him,  he  ask¬ 
ed  Barbara  belligerently:  "Now,  what  do  you  call 
her?"  Barbara  answered  quietly,  "Sister."  "Yeah, 
double  standard,"  shouted  Reed,  aggrieved. 

Reed  was  witty  at  times.  "The  best  thing  about 
The  Color  Purple  he  said,  "is  that  it  shows  Black  men  as 
bad  lovers.  Maybe  that  will  take  some  of  the  pressure 
off  Black  men  in  real  life."  Now  and  then,  as  in  his  as¬ 
sessment  of  Susan  Brownmiller,  he  struck  a  nerve  of 
truth.  I  agree  with  his  statement  on  the  damage  done 
to  the  image  of  Black  men  in  Against  Our  Will.  He  ex¬ 
aggerated  her  position,  claiming  that  she  said,  "...all 
Black  men  support  rape  or  recommend  rape.”  She 
didn't  quite  say  that,  but  she  came  mighty  close,  and 
her  own  racism  in  that  book  was  clear  to  Black  fem¬ 
inists.  I  remember  having  discussions  with  white  fem¬ 
inists  during  the  time  that  book  was  so  popular,  at¬ 
tempting  to  explain  my  anger.  Brownmiller  still  has 
not  "copped"  to  her  responsibility  on  this  matter,  so  I 
have  no  respect  for  her  on  her  race  blindness. 

But  getting  back  to  Mr.  Reed.  He  was  inconsistent 
and  almost  incoherent  at  times,  to  go  along  with  the 


constant  name-calling.  "Ms.  Gloria  Steinem  is,"  he 
stated,  "some  kind  of  modern  day  Dracula,  getting 
victim  after  victim  to  carry  out  her  orders"  (the 
"vicitims"  being  Black  feminists,  of  course).  At  one 
point,  he  called  the  New  York  Times  "a  liberal,  do-good 
meddler."  Later  on,  he  stated  that  he  had  gone  to  the 
library  to  look  up  some  statistics  in  the  New  York 
Times  (emphasis  mine).  Then,  carefully  giving  us  the 
date  so  we  would  not  think  he  was  making  it  up 
(because  of  course  it's  such  earth-shaking  news  that 
we  might  not  believe  it),  he  stated  that  his  New  York 
Times  research  showed  there  is  wife  beating  among 
Orthodox  and  Reform  Jews  in  America.  Now  he’s  real¬ 
ly  ' '  cooking' '  and  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  there  is  enough 
misogyny  to  go  around,  citing,  as  examples,  men  of 
Irish-American,  Italian-American  and  Chinese- 
American  extraction.  Gloria  Steinem  never  pointed 
this  out,  he  said.  Next,  we  heard  about  women  in  Ger¬ 
many,  India  and  all  over  the  world  using  The  Color 
Purple  to  come  down  on  Black  men.  '  'Alice  Walker  has 
helped  the  entire  world  to  again  use  Black  men  as 
scapegoats."  This  is  the  man  that  Tony  Brown  called, 
in  his  introduction  to  the  show,  "the  most  revolu¬ 
tionary  Black  novelist  who  has  appeared  in  print  so 
far.” 

Aside  from  praising  Reed,  Brown  got  his  licks  in  as 
well,  using  the  audience  as  his  mouthpiece.  If  they  did 
not  say  what  he  wanted,  he  simply  re-worded  their 
questions  so  that  they  emerged  in  Tony  Brown-type 
language.  "Are  you  saying  the  Black  male  cannot  get 
published  if  he  criticizes  the  Black  woman,  but  the 
Black  woman  can  get  published  if  she  criticizes  Black 
men?"  would  come  out  of  Brown's  mouth,  when  any¬ 
one  watching  could  see  that  the  person  was  struggling 
to  get  out  much  more  complicated  thoughts.  In¬ 
variably  the  men  would  succumb  and  simply  say  yes, 
that's  what  they  meant.  He  didn't  find  the  going  quite 
so  easy  with  the  women. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  Brown  deliberately  chose 
from  his  audience  very  typically  feminine  women,  in 
make-up  and  femme  dresses.  The  first  woman  did  the 
usual  femme  routine  about  there  being  so  much  love 
and  common  ground  between  Black  men  and  women 
why  did  we  have  to  show  this  bad  side?  But  the  next 
woman  was  closer  to  Smith's  position.  Talking  about 
speaking  the  truth  so  that  we  can  work  on  repairing 
relationships.  This  was  a  straight  woman,  who  talked 
about  seeing  The  Color  Purple  with  her  man.  When 
Brown  tried  his  usual  routine  of  rearranging  her  words 
for  her,  she  refused  to  allow  the  manipulation.  So 
Brown  took  off  his  gloves  and  got  down  to  arguing 
with  her.  After  watching  that  exchange,  I  felt  more 
hope  for  our  courageous  sisters  still  struggling  with  the 
men.  It’s  a  hell  of  a  long  slow  battle,  but  for  sure,  it's 
the  straight  women  who  will  ultimately  change  men. 

And  even  to  Ishmael  Reed  change  must  come. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  show,  he  admitted,  "A  lot  of 
Black  men  don't  treat  women  very  well.  I'm  trying  to 
change... we've  all  got  to  change"  (looking  pointedly  at 
Smith).  What  he  refused  to  admit  is  that  it's  Black 
women  who've  forced  the  change  onto  Black  men.  His 


sexism  makes  it  impossible  for  him  to  understand  the 
analogy  that  Black  women  see  (as  does  any  thinking 
person  who  can  make  connections)  between  racism 
and  sexism  (not  to  speak  of  classism,  ageism,  and 
heterosexism),  because  we  suffer  them  both.  Like  too 
many  Black  men,  he's  so  racked  with  the  battle  of  the 
Black  man,  that  he  can't  go  one  step  further  to  see  that 
as  Black  Americans  had  to  force  the  issue  of  racism  on 
white  American  consciousness,  as  Black  Africans  are 
forcing  the  same  consciousness  upon  white  Africans, 
women  have  to  force  the  issue  of  sexism  upon  men's 
consciousness.  Black  men  cannot  continue  to  ignore 
their  sexism  because  they  are  victims  of  racism.  And 
that  simple  admission,  "I'mtrying  to  change,"  will  get 
them  further  with  women  than  all  that  kicking,  yelling 
and  screaming  they  like  to  do. 

Reed  is  like  a  sibling  when  a  new  baby  comes 
along.  Although  he  has  his  following,  for  all  the  years 
he's  been  on  the  scene,  he  hasn't  made  a  dent  in  the 
major  market.  That  there's  racism  in  publishing,  and 
that  there's  also  a  dearth  of  publishing  opportunities 
for  revolutionary  work,  is  nothing  new  in  the  literary 
world.  Now  here  come  Black  women  onto  the  scene, 
so  Reed  knows  who  to  blame  for  his  lack  of  a  best¬ 
seller.  Of  course,  he  sees  no  problem  in  his  or  his 
fellow  male  author's  hatred  of  women.  This  anger  has 
been  marching  across  their  pages  for  decades,  and  all 
the  while  they've  received  uncomplaining  support 
from  most  women,  no  matter  what  they  have  written. 
There  were  no  cries  of  outrage  from  Black  women  in 
the  '30s  over  Richard  Wright's  Native  Son,  in  which  he 
portrays  his  murders  of  women;  nor  in  the  '70s  when 
revolutionary  Eldridge  Cleaver  wrote  Soul  on  Ice,  in 
which  he  advised  Black  men  to  rape  white  women  to 
punish  white  men. 

White  and  Black  feminists  have  now  begun 
receiving  the  kind  of  attention  that  has  eluded  Ishmael 
Reed,  but  none  has  yet  received  the  magnitude  of 
recognition  The  Color  Purple  has  brought  to  Alice 
Walker.  So  Ishmael  Reed  has  written  the  book  he 
hopes  will  enable  him  to  ride  to  fame  on  Alice 
Walker's  coattails. ..using  shows  like  Brown's  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  work.  It  was  clear  that  the  target  was  not 
"Black  feminists"  generically,  but  Walker  in  par¬ 
ticular,  because  every  time  the  discussion  expanded 
beyond  The  Color  Purple,  Reed  pushed  determinedly 
back  to  the  subject. 

Barbara  Smith's  determination  to  go  into  the  belly 
of  the  beast  to  wrestle  for  the  minds  of  the  Black  folks 
watching  Tony  Brown's  Journal  is  commendable.  Like¬ 
wise,  the  tiny  baby  steps  Black  men  make  must  be  ap¬ 
plauded.  But  it's  clear  that  it's  going  to  be  a  long 
journey,  if  Reed  is  the  guidepost.  As  the  show  ended, 
his  last  words  were  exactly  the  same  as  his  first.  "If 
you  are  a  Black  woman,  it's  easy  to  get  published 
nowadays.” 

©  1986,  Angela  Bowen 


Fighting  the  Good  Fight,  but  at  Whose  Expense? 


By  Charles  Henry  Fuller 

American  letters  is  enjoying  a  marvelous 
renaissance  of  minority  participation  in  serious  art. 
While  writings  from  a  minority  perspective  are  hardly 
new,  the  attention  and  legitimacy  the  mainstream 
literary  community  is  conferring  on  this  ever- 
widening  body  of  work  is.  The  visibility  and 
endorsement  of  writers  as  various  as  Edmund  White 
[A  Boy's  Own  Story],  Bharati  Mukerjee  [Darkness],  and 
Julius  Lester  [Do  Lord  Remember  Me]  is  not  only 
deserved,  but  heartening  in  this  age  of  conservatism. 
Unfortunately,  a  testament  to  the  short-sightedness  of 
some  critics  is  the  assumption  that  a  book  by  one 
white  homosexual  is  a  book  about  all  homosexuals, 
that  a  collection  of  stories  by  one  Indian  woman  is  an 
explication  of  all  Indian  women,  that  one  black  man's 
novel  is  a  roadmap  of  all  black  male  experience.  So  we 
find  ourselves  in  the  middle  of  a  period  which,  for  all 
its  virtues,  is  fraught  with  bitter  contention  and 
misunderstanding. 

Some  minority  writers,  who  are  managing  to 
establish  themselves  as  national  or  world  class 
authors,  are  finding  their  literary  visions  challenged, 
not  so  much  by  mainstream  literary  critics  as  by  the 
very  minority  groups  their  writing  is  intended  to 
illuminate  to  a  larger  readership.  The  artist's 
commitment  to  tell  the  truth  is  being  jeopardized  by 


demands  that  only  certain  truths  be  told.  Censorship 
is  ugly  business,  and  the  fractious  debates  about  who's 
selling  the  "right"  image  of  this  group  or  that  are  very 
disturbing. 

Ishmael  Reed  [Reckless  Eyeballing;  Terrible  Twos; 
The  Free-Lance  Pallbearers]  and  Barbara  Smith  [Home 
Girls;  All  the  Women  are  White,  All  the  Blacks  are  Men, 
But  Some  of  Us  Are  Brave],  both  accomplished  black 
authors,  recently  appeared  on  the  PBS  series  Tony 
Brown's  Journal  to  consider  whether  or  not  black 
feminist  writers  victimize  black  men.  The  spirit  of 
polarization  in  this  exchange  between  Reed  and 
Smith,  too  often  encouraged  by  host  Tony  Brown, 
offered  little  that  was  new,  insightful,  or  even  vaguely 
interesting.  Smith  holds  that  black  feminist  writers  are 
involved  in  telling  the  truth  about  black  experience, 
particularly  from  their  vantage  point.  Reed  takes  issue 
with  the  negativity  of  the  "reality"  they  are 
presenting,  especially  in  terms  of  black  men. 

My  own  sense  of  this  question  is  that  black 
feminist  writers  do  not,  in  the  main,  victimize  black 
men.  Certainly,  Ntozake  Shange  [for  colored  girls  who 
have  considered  suicide  when  the  rainbow  is  enuf], 
Michelle  Wallace  [Black  Macho  and  the  Myth  of  the 
Superwoman],  and  others,  have  problems  with  aspects 
of  black  male  behavior  and  give  vent  to  this  in  print, 
but  most  channel  their  energies  into  the  linkage  of 
renewed  dialogue  with  black  men  —  Gwendolyn 
Brooks  [Annie  Allen,  Family  Pictures]  and  Paule 
Marshall  [Praisesong  for  the  Widow,  Brown  Girl 
Brownstones]  coming  most  quickly  to  mind.  My 
response,  of  course,  does  not  address  the  gulf  between 
the  two  camps  that  Reed  and  Smith  represent. 


The  larger  issue  is  the  heralding  of  black  feminist 
writers'  works  by  the  mainstream  —  i.e. ,  white  — 
literary  community  at  the  perceived  expense  of  the 
black  male.  The  question  which  is  not  being  asked  is 
who,  after  all,  benefits  from  the  castration  of  black 
men  in  literature  —  certainly  not  black  women.  A 
related  issue  is  the  presentation  by  black  feminist 
writers  of  the  more  controversial  aspects  of  the  black 
community  for  a  predominantly  white  readership, 
i.e.,  domestic  violence,  incest,  lesbianism,  and  so 
forth.  The  fear  of  black  men  is  that  white  audiences 
may  not  keep  these  events  in  perspective,  may  believe 
these  particular  visions  are  the  only  visions  possible. 

The  growing  condemnation  of  Alice  Walker's 
novel,  The  Color  Purple,  is  the  most  notable  example  of 
black  male  outrage  at  the  distorted  imaging  of 
themselves.  While  the  works  of  Ntozake  Shange, 
Michelle  Wallace,  and  others,  have  been  challenged  as 
man-hating  and  not  representative  of  the  black  com¬ 
munity,  it  is  Walker's  work  which  has  precipitated  the 
most  wrenching  debate.  This  is  in  large  measure  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  huge  success  of  her  book  and  film  adapta¬ 
tion.  Since  both  book  and  film  are  being  marketed  as 
joyous  celebrations  of  life,  black  men  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  that  once  again  they  as  a  group  are  being 
presented  as  too  brutish,  too  self-absorbed  and  unfeel¬ 
ing  to  make  any  positive  contribution  to  the  lives  of 
black  women  and  children.  Given  the  lack  of  novels 
with  positive  images  of  black  men  reaching  a  large 
white  readership,  this  concern  on  the  part  of  black 
men  of  victimization  is  not  unreasonable.  But  is  the 
allegation  accurate? 

The  Color  Purple  is  essentially  an  ode  to  sisterhood 
and  by  extension  an  ode  to  challenging  assumptions. 
Unfortunately,  most  of  the  black  male  characters  in 
this  book  are  unrelentingly  cruel  to  black  women. 
Though  Walker  shows  glimmers  of  hope  that  these 
men  will  change,  will  soften  and  grow  into  more 
empathetic  individuals,  she  fails  to  convince  the 
reader  that  much  is  possible. 

Regardless  of  what  I  think  of  The  Color  Purple  as 
art,  as  politics,  or  as  an  accurate  representation  of  hu¬ 
man  experience,  Alice  Walker  has  the  right  to  tell 
whatever  tale  she  wants.  My  own  requirements  of  fic¬ 
tion  are  that  it  reveal  human  truths  in  a  uniquely  per¬ 
sonal  way  through  the  artful  use  of  language,  and 
where  possible,  that  it  in  some  way  propel  literature 
forward.  By  these  criteria,  Walker  has  been  undeni¬ 
ably  successful.  Yet,  the  popularity  of  this  book  over 
more  balanced  portrayals  of  black  men  and  women 
presents  a  problem  which  must  be  considered  by 
writer  and  reader  alike. 

What  troubles  me  most  about  the  Reed-Smith  ex¬ 
change,  and  discussions  like  it,  is  the  lack  of  intel¬ 
lectual  engagement.  Both  participants  stated  the  ob¬ 


vious,  but  neither  addressed  the  larger  issues  of  soci¬ 
etal  racism  and  sexism.  The  imaging  of  blacks  in 
American  literature  as  a  whole  has  always  been 
skewed.  That  image  has  been  controlled  by  both  the 
dictates  of  the  marketplace,  as  well  as  the  moral  and 
political  exigencies  of  the  day.  At  its  core  the  United 
States  is  a  racist,  white  patriarchal  country  that  has  a 
great  deal  invested  in  the  continued  domination,  hu¬ 
miliation,  and  objectification  of  minorities  of  all  kinds, 
particularly  black  people.  It  is  no  accident  that  the 
works  of  Ann  Petry  [The  Street],  Zora  Neale  Hurston 
[ Their  Eyes  Were  Watching  God,  Tell  My  Horse],  and  so 
many  others,  have  only  recently  returned  to  print.  Nor 
is  it  by  chance  that  mass  audiences  are  unfamiliar  with 
the  fiction  of  Julius  Lester,  Toni  Morrison  [Tar  Baby, 
The  Bluest  Eye],  and  Gloria  Naylor  [Linden  Hills,  The 
Women  of  Brewster  Place],  Theirs  remain  balanced, 
moving  accounts  of  black  community  life.  Their 
characters  are  good  and  bad,  regardless  of  sex. 
Somehow  these  images  have  never  been  as  satisfying 
to  the  literary  mainstream  as  the  dissolution  of  the 
black  community. 

That  black  women  writers  are  now  being  taken 
seriously  by  a  literary  community  that  has  limited  vis¬ 
ion  is  no  reason  for  black  men  to  scream  victimization 
by  these  women.  Few  people  listened  when  black 
women  complained  of  their  brutal  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  Richard  Wright  [Native  Son],  their  own  lack 
of  visibility  in  the  work  of  Ralph  Ellison  [Invisible 
Man],  or  their  trivialization  in  the  work  of  David 
Bradley  [The  Chaneysville  Incident]  and  their  brethren. 

Instead  of  criticizing  one  another,  black  writers 
should  be  challenging  a  publishing  industry  which 
only  allows  a  few  minority  celebrities  each  year. 
These  same  sorts  of  counterproductive  literary  wres¬ 
tling  matches  go  on  with  slight  modifications  among 
gay  and  lesbian  writers,  Jewish  writers,  Hispanic 
writers,  and  other  minority  groups.  The  historical 
lesson  is  obvious:  keep  them  fighting  among  them¬ 
selves  and  they  won  t  have  time  to  address  the  real 
problem  —  the  bigotry  which  limits  their  access  to 
mainstream  audiences. 

What  all  minority  writers  need  to  question  is  the 
assumption  that  one  work  of  art  should  ever  be 
expected  to  tell  the  whole  story  of  minority 
experience.  Until  all  the  works  of  skilled  minority 
writers  find  their  way  to  the  forefront  of  literary 
consideration,  minority  inroads  in  American  letters 
have  to  be  accepted  with  guarded  optimism.  We  need 
to  hear  all  the  voices,  not  the  one  or  two  New  York  or 
Hollywood  has  decided  have  something  to  say.  But 
more  than  this,  we  need  to  go  after  the  problem,  not 
one  another. 

©  1986  by  Charles  Fuller 
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Recovering  from  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  7 

brings  this  discussion  to  a  halt  by 
asserting  that  the  number  of  one’s 
partners  has  nothing  to  do  with 
whether  one  contracts  AIDS.  This 
is  important  for  less  well-informed 
viewers  to  hear,  since  most  media 
insist  on  citing  “promiscuity,”  or 
what  1  would  term  “generosity,” 
as  one  of  the  risk  factors  for 
AIDS,  though  the  type  of  activity, 
rather  than  the  frequency,  is  the 
criterion  of  risk. 

Carlton  also  corrects  Koltin 
when  Koltin  refers  to  Carlton  as  a 
“former  AIDS  person.”  Carlton 
pointedly  says  that  he  still  “has” 

AIDS  but  that  he  has  “recovered 
from  the  effects  of  AIDS.”  He 
continues,  “I’m  never  going  to  get 
out  from  under  the  concept  of 
being  a  person  with  AIDS.”  This 
state  of  being  a  person  with  AIDS 
in  the  process  of  recovery  seems  to 
have  an  affinity  with  the 
experience  of  alcohol  or  drug  ad¬ 
dicts  who  are  recovering.  Carlton 
does  not  say  he  is  cured  because 
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that  word  “would  indicate  a 
medical  intervention”  was 
primarily  responsible. 

Carlton’s  recovery  must  in  large 
part  arise  from  the  spirit  in  which 
he  approaches  his  experience  with 
the  syndrome.  Though  he  began 
by  “believing  somebody  else 
should  make  me  better,”  he 
gradually  took  a  more  active  role 
in  his  healing.  When  asked  about 
the  emotional  scars  he  bears  from 
AIDS,  he  responds  that  the  scars 
are  not  as  important  to  talk  about 
as  everything  he  has  learned  about 
himself  in  the  process  of  being  ill 
and  getting  well.  He  speaks  of 
having  faith  in  his  present  state 
and  also  of  being  calm  and 
avoiding  stress  and  worry. 

Although  he  has  not  apparently 
used  any  particular  discipline,  he 
has  arrived  at  a  spiritual  state  in 
which  he  is  largely  unperturbed  by 
external  problems.  He  also 
evidently  lives  his  life  moment  by 
moment,  which  is  cited  by  many  as 


a  key  part  of  healing. 

This  program  is  a  wonderful 
antidote  to  the  gloom  surrounding 
the  proliferation  of  AIDS.  Jim 
Carlton  has  much  to  teach  us  all, 
especially  about  the  folly  —  and 
unnecessity  —  of  waiting  for  a 
cure  for  AIDS  to  be  handed  down 
from  on  high  by  Robert  Gallo  and 
company. 
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THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed, or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 1  5 
(617)  267-2262 


ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
1 5  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

jUDY  HOUSMAN 
MICROSOLVE 
285  Harvard  St.  206 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 
LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
7 39-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

CAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  CIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  PRINTING 

HEALTH  CENTER  RED  SUN  PRESS 

16  Haviland  Street  94  Green  St 

Boston,  MA  021 1 5  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 

267-7573  524-6822 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES  PRINTING  131 

25  Huntington  Ave.  131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116  Boston,  MA  02114 


739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 
TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 
16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 


723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 


60'/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 


ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 


PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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employees  have  the  right  to  expect 
privacy  in  their  relationships  with 
management.”  In  court  he  also 
blasted  NET  for  coercing  Cronan 
into  giving  confidential  informa¬ 
tion  and  for  spreading  rumors 
about  Cronan’s  health.  “O’Brien 
had  no  reason  to  force  Paul  into 
giving  information  on  the  nature 
of  his  illness... because  it  did  not 
interfere  with  his  job  perfor¬ 
mance.”  Casey  also  argued  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  NET  to  tell 
its  employees  that  Cronan  was  ill. 
Reminding  the  court  that  neither 
AIDS  nor  ARC  is  transmissable 
through  casual,  work-related  con¬ 
tact,  he  concluded,  “Paul  posed  no 
threat  to  the  health  of  anybody.” 

Laurent  further  argued  that 
Cronan’s  claim  to  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  handicap  was 
fallacious.  She  cited  the  Justice 
Department’s  recent  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  federal  handicapped  laws 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  49)  as 
precedent  that  ARC  may  not  be 
considered  a  handicap.  Laurent 
also  stated  Cronan  could  not  be 
considered  handicapped  because, 
by  his  own  admission,  his  health 
had  not  impaired  his  ability  to 
work.  She  added  that  Cronan  can¬ 
not  claim  he  was  discriminated 
against  because  he  was  never  fired 
and  had  been  invited  to  return  to 
his  job  from  disability  leave. 

Casey  blasted  Laurent,  calling 
the  Justice  Department’s  inter¬ 
pretation  “intellectual  garbage  not 
worth  the  paper  that  it’s  written 


on.”  Casey  pointed  out  that  the 
“interpretation  is  not  applicable  to 
state  civil  rights  laws”  which  legal¬ 
ly  protect  people  with  AIDS  and 
ARC.  He  said  that  while  it  is  true 
Cronan  was  never  fired  from  his 
job,  NET  created  a  “forseeable” 
atmosphere  of  “fear  and 
hostility”  to  which  Cronan  could 
not  have  been  expected  to  return. 
Casey  concluded  that  Cronan  was 
“most  definitely  deprived  of  his 
right  to  work  by  NET.” 

Should  the  court  decide  Cro¬ 
nan’s  claims  carry  sufficient 
weight,  the  case  is  expected  to  go 
before  a  jury  on  Decenber  1.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Casey,  such  an  early 
date  is  unusual,  but  the  court 
“realizes  that  [Paul]  may  not  live 
to  the  end  of  the  year.” 

If  the  case  does  go  to  trial  and 
Cronan  wins,  Casey  believes  the 
ramifications  for  other  people 
with  AIDS  or  ARC  could  be  con¬ 
siderable.  “This  is  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  step.  Hopefully,  with  a  defeat 
of  New  England  Telephone  and 
the  public  being  made  aware  of  the 
humiliation  and  suffering  that 
people  like  Paul  have  to  face,  a 
lesson  would  be  given  to 
employers  and  to  the  public:  Peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  and  ARC  are 
human  and  they  have  —  or  should 
have  —  the  same  rights  as 
everybody.” 

Cronan  told  GCN,  “I’m  going 
to  win  this  case  and  prove  to  NET 
that  I’m  not  a  sissy,  that  I  can 
stand  up  for  myself.” 


ii  iiiii  ii 
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208  WEST  13TH  STREET  NEW  YORK,  NY  10011  212  620-7310 


rnfmrn  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  Center 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center  Inc.  invites  applications  for  the  position  of 
Executive  Director.  The  Center,  a  not-for-profit  corporation, 
houses  many  social  services  organizations  and  provides 
meeting  and  other  facilities  for  a  wide  range  of  groups 
serving  New  York's  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  Executive  Director  will  have  direct  responsibility  for  the 
Center's  fundraising  activities,  including  grants,  develop¬ 
ment  of  donors,  direct  mail,  membership,  and  special 
events.  He  or  she  will  also  be  responsible  for  volunteer 
coordination,  fiscal  planning  and  control,  hiring  and 
supervising  staff,  and  insuring  compliance  with  Board 
policies. 


The  successful  candidate  should  be  familiar  with  the 
needs  and  concerns  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
and  should  have  a  strong  background  in  fundraising 
and  volunteer  coordination,  and  prior  experience  in  a 
similar  or  related  setting. 

Competitive  salary  and  fringe  benefits.  The  Center  is  an 
affirmative  action,  equal  opportunity  employer. 

Please  send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to  President 
of  the  Board,  LGCSC,  208  West  13th  Street,  New  York,  NY 
10011. 
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Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  •  Minneapolis  •  Key  West  • 

IMMEDIATE  JOB  OPENINGS  | 

Gay  Community  News  | 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE  • 

GCN  —  the  nationwide  gay/lesbian  s1 

newsweekly  —  needs  advertising  represen-  £• 

tatives  in  all  the  major  markets  where  we  o 

distribute,  especially  New  York,  San  Fran-  '< 
cisco,  Washington,  and  Chicago.  If  you  are  ^ 
experienced  in  sales,  appreciate  GCN,  and  “ 
want  to  earn  extra  money,  this  could  be  an  ;n 
excellent  part-time  postion.  1 

•  High  Commissions  •  Leads  Supplied  & 

•  Exclusive  territories  •  Flexible  Hours  ° 

possible  2 

For  details,  call  Dan  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469  or  ^ 

write:  Advertising,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111.  o 

3- 

Washington  •  Chicago  •  Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  • 


Dutch  Jews  Erode  Bigotry 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

AMSTERDAM  —  Holland’s 
lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  Jewish 
organization,  Sjalhomo  [as  in 
Shalom  Homo],  was  founded  six 
years  ago  here.  GCN  recently  in¬ 
terviewed  two  Sjalhomo  members, 
Rinet  Van  Meel  and  Daniel  Bouw 
delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  World  Congress  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jewish  Organizations  held 
in  Boston. 

“Five  Jewish  members  of  the 
gay  community  got  together  to 
talk  about  homosexuality  and 
Judaism,”  said  Bouw,  describing 
the  roots  of  the  organization.  “It 
started  with  Shabbat  evenings  and 
festivals.”  Gradually  the  group 
became  more  overtly  political  and 
began  organizing  against  anti- 
Semitism  and  racism. 

Many  non-Jewish  lesbians  and 
gay  men  were  not  supportive  when 
Sjalhomo  first  emerged,  noted 
lewish  lesbian  activist  Van  Meel. 
They  considered  the  “factionaliz- 
ed  groups”  such  as  Jewish  or 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  as  deterrents  to  lesbian  and 
gay  unity.  “In  the  beginning  they 


would  say,  ‘why  do  you  separate 
yourself  from  us?’  ”  said  Van 
Meel. 

Through  education  over  the  last 
six  years,  Sjalhomo  found  more 
non-Jewish  lesbian  and  gay  sup¬ 
port.  Resistance  diminished,  said 
Bouw,  as  the  non-Jewish  les- 
bian/gay  community  began  to 
understand  Jews  —  such  as 
needing  to  be  together  on  Jewish 
holidays  and  the  difficulties  being 
a  “minority  within  a  minority 
group.” 

Sjalhomo  is  also  active  in  trying 
to  gain  acceptance  from  the  Jewish 
establishment,  said  Van  Meel  and 
Bouw.  Most  of  these  efforts  have 
been  focused  on  Amsterdam,  the 
city  in  Holland  with  the  largest 
population  of  Jews.  There  are  cur¬ 
rently  1,500  Jews  in  Amsterdam. 
Before  1940  there  were  80,000, 
said  Van  Meel. 

As  with  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  Sjalhomo  found  re¬ 
sistance  in  the  “traditional”  Jew¬ 
ish  community.  “In  the  beginning, 
they  were  shocked  [just  by  our  ex¬ 
istence],”  said  Van  Meel.  But  in  a 


recent  celebration  of  Israel’s  In¬ 
dependence,  Sjalhomo  members 
attended  the  festivities  with  their 
banner  and  set  up  an  information 
table.  Straight  Jews’  reactions  to 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men,  said 
Bouw,  ranged  from  ignoring  them 
to  friendly  dialogue. 

Van  Meel  and  Bouw  said  the 
Jewish  and  non-Jewish  lesbian  and 
gay  communities  are  already  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  international  Jewish 
lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  in 
1987.  It  will  be  the  first  such  con¬ 
ference  in  Europe.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  write  Postbox  2536,  1000 
CM,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Correction 

In  last  week’s  centerspread  on 
the  international  lesbian  con¬ 
ference,  we  misspelled  Kanika 
Ajanaku’s  name.  Our  apologies 
to  her  and  to  all  our  readers. 


GAY  and  PROUD 


•  Kevin  McFadden  is  the 
only  openly  gay  candidate  in 
metropolitan  Boston  this 
year 


•  His  opponent  is  one  of 
the  most  openly  homo- 
phobic,  racist,  anti-women, 
incumbents  in 
Massachusetts 


•  Kevin  needs  all  our  help 
to  bring  accessible 
government  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester,  Milton  and 
Randolph 

•  Kevin  needs  your  help. 
Call  265-0348  or  write 
The  Committee  to  Elect 
Kevin  McFadden, 

15  Lyndhurst  St., 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 


KEVIN 
McFADDEN 


State  Senate 


lVUll  HOR  HY  THE  COMMITTEE  Til  ELEIT  KIA'IN  M>  IAPDEN 


Entertainment,  a  full  line  of 
sporting  events,  workshops  S. 
special  interest  groups,  singles';; 
activities,  gallery  in  the  woods,  mall  in 
the  woods,  non-vegetarian,  vegetarian 
meals,  tenting  area,  cabin  space  and 
600-800  women.  Exploring  Nature’s  best.;; 

Touch  a  part  of  the  mountain,  come  join  us.;; 

For  more  info  write  or  call  LFW,  P.0  Box  7935 
Philadelphia.  PA  19101  /  21 5-726-7804 
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Man/Boy  Sex:  A  Boy  Prostitute’s  Perspective 

Continued  from  page  5 


where  he  worked.  In  both  cases  we  got  no  sick  leave,  no  insurance,  no  vacations  paid  or 
unpaid;  indeed,  no  benefits  of  any  kind.  Unlike  the  self-determination  and  autonomy  we 
enjoyed  as  prostitutes,  our  power  vis-a-vis  the  “legitimate”  employers  was  virtually  nil. 
They  could  always  get  plenty  more  like  us,  hence  we  needed  them  more  than  they  needed  us. 
In  both  cases  I  was  sometimes  set  to  work  carrying  loads  which  weighed  as  much  as  I  did. 
This  probably  would  have  gotten  my  employers  in  trouble  under  the  Child  Labor  Laws  if  I 
had  reported  them.  I  didn’t  dare  because  I  knew  I  would  soon  be  fired  under  one  pretext  or 
another  if  I  did  so.  Our  smooth  winsome  bodies  and  angelic  good  looks  weren’t  worth  a 
thing  in  the  “real  world.” 

Some  of  my  friends  had  been  featured  in  kiddie  porn.  The  pay  was  great.  One  hundred 
dollars  for  two  hours  work.  I  could  make  more  money  in  two  hours  than  I  normally  made  in 
a  week  and  a  half  at  my  “legitimate”  job  by  simply  allowing  myself  to  be  “exploited”  by  a 
pornographer!  Anti-kiddie  porn  crusader  Judianne  Densen-Gerber  declares  youngsters  in 
erotica  to  be  a  case  of  ‘  ‘spiritual  murder.  ’  ’  1  guess  I  was  certainly  ready  and  eager  to  make  an 
ectoplasmic  cadaver  of  myself!  Eventually  I  got  a  line  on  a  job  prospect  with  an  adult  boy- 
lover  who  specialized  in  photographing  kids  like  me.  Visions  of  dollar  bills  danced  in  my 
head  as  I  thought  about  new  albums,  clothes  and  books  I  was  going  to  buy.  With  my  photo 
session  only  a  week  away  the  photographer  got  busted  and  a  bunch  of  boys  got  nabbed  with 
him.  I  didn’t  know  what  became  of  the  adult  but  the  kids  all  went  to  Junvenile  Hall  where 
they  were  interrogated  for  hours  by  unsympathetic  cops  in  small  windowless  cells.  Some  of 
these  kids  we  never  saw  or  heard  from  again.  Presumably  they  were  sent  off  to  detention 
homes  for  being  “  incorrigible.” 

My  emotions  were  a  mixture  of  relief  at  having  narrowly  missed  being  netted  myself 
and  rage  at  the  self-righteous  moralists  of  the  adult  world  who  seemed  hell-bent  on 
“protecting”  kids  like  me  “for  my  own  good”  from  harmless,  high-paying  employment. 

It  was  once  argued  that  black  people  lacked  the  cognitive  capacity  to  handle  freedom 
and  needed  to  be  “protected”  by  the  institution  of  slavery.  Women  were  “protected”  from 
obtaining  birth  control  information  by  “obscenity”  laws  and  “protected”  from  having  to 
worry  their  pretty  little  heads  about  politics  by  being  denied  the  right  to  vote.  It  is  really 
ironic  that  liberal  feminists,  who  have  made  great  strides  in  freeing  themselves  from  the 
“protections”  which  limited  their  right  to  control  their  own  bodies,  are  now  at  the  forefront 
of  efforts  to  prevent  children  from  obtaining  the  right  to  control  theirs.  Whenever  right- 
wing  crusaders  are  battling  to  nip  in  the  bud  any  alternatives  for  kids  except  a  traditional 
“seen-and-not-heard”  role  in  the  patriarchal  nuclear  family  there  are  inevitably  feminists  in 
large  numbers  marching  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  them. 

Feminists  who  pontificate  about  the  inherently  exploitive  nature  of  boy-love  should 
stick  to  issues  they  know  something  about.  My  personal  experience  is  with  prostitution,  but 
I  have  also  seen  the  beneficial  effect  that  loving,  long-term  relationships  with  men  can  have 
on  troubled  wayward  boys.  A  lot  of  these  kids  are  “throwaways”  discarded  by  their 
parents.  In  far  too  many  cases  the  man  is  the  first  adult  the  child  has  ever  known  who  gives  a 
damn.  These  men  will  give  the  kid  a  place  to  stay,  feed  him,  help  him  get  off  drugs, 
encourage  him  to  finish  school,  listen  to  him,  care  about  him  and  give  him  money  when  he  is 


broke.  Some  of  these  kids  are  really  damaged  and  need  a  loving  concerned  adult  in  the  worst 
way.  How  many  liberal  feminists  and  “Save-Our-Children”  crusaders  have  ever  been 
observed  to  take  time  out  from  their  busy  schedules  to  give  this  kind  of  concentrated 
commitment  to  a  boy?  Yet,  as  soon  as  they  get  wind  of  such  a  relationship  between  a  boy 
and  a  man  they  want  to  swoop  in  and  stamp  down  hard  on  the  man.  They  cheer  as  he  is 
handed  a  draconian  prison  sentence  stiffer,  in  some  cases,  than  many  murderers  receive,  and 
they  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  screams  as  his  fellow  prison  inmates  brutally  beat  and  rape  him  for 
being  a  “faggot  baby-fucker.”  Meanwhile,  the  kid  is  either  in  an  institution  somewhere  in 
which  he  is  just  another  case  number  on  a  file  folder,  or  else  he  has  been  sent  back  to  an 
already  intolerable  family  situation.  Within  a  short  while  these  boys  are  out  in  the  streets 
again  all  alone  with  nowhere  to  go.  They  can  potentially  make  a  reasonable  income  by 
selling  ass  or  posing  for  photos,  but  the  very  same  right-wingers  and  liberal  feminists  who 
helped  put  the  kid’s  adult  benefactor  in  prison  are  hard  at  work  trying  to  deny  him  these 
options  as  well.  Frequently,  the  kid  will  find  himself  a  new  adult  lover  and  the  whole  cycle 
repeats  itself.  How  on  earth  can  the  right-wingers  and  liberal  feminists  convince  themselves 
that  they  are  helping  these  kids  by  calling  down  police  pressure  on  them  and  throwing  their 
already  confused  lives  into  still  greater  disarray?  These  “protectors”  of  children.  ..are  they 
proud  of  themselves?  Do  they  have  a  nice  satisfied  feeling  of  a  job  well  done  as  they  gallop 
off  to  their  next  witch-hunt?! 

“Protecting”people  by  limiting  their  freedom  doesn’t  work.  The  highest  incidences  of 
child  physical  and  sexual  abuse  occur  within  the  family.  This  is  precisely  where  adult  control 
over  children  is  most  centralized.  If  we  would  really  protect  youngsters  we  should  allow 
them  more  freedom  not  less.  Legalization  of  child  prostitution  and  child  erotica  is  the  best 
way  to  clean  up  the  abuses  of  kids  which  sometimes  occur  in  these  contexts;  just  as  repeal  of 
prohibition  put  an  end  to  the  bootlegging-related  gangland  killings  of  the  1920’s.  Age-of- 
consent  laws  deny  children  the  right  to  a  sex  life  if  they  should  choose  to  have  one.  These 
laws  are  based  on  the  paternalistic  assuption  that  kids  are  too  ignorant  and  incompetent  to 
be  able  to  communicate  whether  they  consent  to  something  or  not.  We  all  know  that  even 
very  young  kids  can  communicate  what  foods  they  like  and  don’t  like,  what  TV  shows  they 
like  and  don’t  like  and  whether  they  prefer  being  hugged  to  being  spanked.  Yet  whenever  sex 
enters  the  picture  these  alert  self-aware  young  people  are  suddenly  relegated  to  the  status  of 
vegetables  totally  incapable  of  knowing  their  own  interests  and  in  need  of  having  all  the 
decisions  affecting  their  (sexual)  lives  made  for  them  by  adults. 

Yes,  I  was  a  boy  prostitute  and  I’m  not  ashamed  of  it.  I  am  glad  that  the  Anita  Bryants 
and  Robin  Morgans  failed  to  “save”  me.  1  had  more  earning  power,  more  autonomy  and 
more  control  over  my  relationships  with  adults  in  that  context  than  at  any  other  time  up  to 
that  point.  We  adults  should  leave  youngsters  such  as  the  boy  l  once  was  alone  until  such 
time  as  they  ask  us  for  help.  Let  us  free  the  children  from  “protection”  and  stop 
“protecting”  them  from  freedom. 

Jack  Ryan  has  written  the  above  in  order  to  “come  out  about  my  past  as  a  boy  pro¬ 
stitute  and  would-be  kiddie  porn  star,  ”  and  yet  decided  to  use  a  pseudonym  after  realizing 
that  current  attitudes  regarding  man/boy  sex  are  “even  worse  than  I  thought.  ” 


VA  CA  TION  EL  A  TION 

—Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


G veenlmie 

Vann 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 


For  that  special  country  vacation, 
we  have  it  all! 


Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 


Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMKN-ONI.Y  SPACK 
OPKN  YKAR  ROUND 


5PLA5M  INTO  5 UMMEP  AT 

ft 


rainbow 
mountain 

LODGIMG 
Fine  DIMIMG 
DISCO 
POOL 
LAKE 
SPORTS 

717-223-8484 
RD  *5  BOR  788 
East  Stroudsburg,  Pa  18301 


You  Must  Remember  This, 

CASABLANCA 
GUESTS 

Reasonable  Rales  •  Ideal  l.ncalion 


166  Commercial  St. 
Prosincelown.  Massachusetts 

For  Reservatons  Call: 

(617)  487-0859 


JU 


vrr 


Country 

~  >dge 

Otnw  V/mVtij^^ 


1  390  Mountain  R  J. 
Stowe,  Vermont  05672 

Open  Year  Round 
Hosts 

Bill  R  arnaskcwich 
Bill  Dangelo 

A  Treasure  Chest  of 
Vermont  Hospitality 
802-253-4772 


San  Francisco  s 

premier  guesthouse 


Dolores  Street 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Affordable  rates. 

Call  or  write  for  info. 

(415)  861-5887 

381  Dolores  Si  San  Francisco  94 1  10 


THE  SHANK  PAINTER  “INN  TOWN” 

One  Shank  Painter  Road 
and 

THE  HOLIDAY  SHORES 

Rte.  6A  Beachpoint 
LESBIAN  OWNED  &  MANAGED 
Provincetown:  Especially  for  Women,  Privacy,  Parking,  Pool,  Beach  ...Complimentary 
Continental... Lowest  Prices  Too!  Credit  Cards  Accepted. 

*  w  <«i  xS»  w  sS>  <:>  %Sr  vit  sir  sir  sV  'Sr  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir  sir 
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(617)487-917$  g  RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED  §  P.O.  614  P’TOWN,  MA  02657 


II  I  II  I  I  I 

Meet  our  new 
Ad  Menager 
□AIM  PAGE 
by  calling  to  place  an 
ad  426-4469 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children's  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  '86 
Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
addition) 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Raw 

For  info  on  more  workshops, 
Write  for  brochure: 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCR  35  Box  520 
Tenants  Harbor,  ME 
04860 

207-372-6353 


We 

highlands  T/i/j 


S 


P.O.  Box  1 18G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 


Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golf,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well.  (C) 


PERSONALS _ 

SO  MANY  WOMEN... 

SO  LITTLE  TIME  TO  TOUCH 

Women  from  far  and  near 
Singles  &  couples 

singing  by  the  campfire  to  swinging  on 
the  dance  floor 

Walking  by  the  lake  to  exploring  the 
woods 

Holding  hands  as  you  watch  the 
sunrise-sunset 

tug  of  war  in  the  pool  to  tennis 

rowing  on  the  lake 

workshops  to  activate  mind 

women  to  activate  touch 

energize  your  being 

expose  yourself  to  the  stimulation  of 

women  touching  women 

For  more  info  write: 

Sisterspace-LFW 
P.O.  Box  7935 
Phila,  PA  19101 
(215)  726-7804 

_ (2) 

Classical  music  lover,  non-smoker, 
BIWM  youthful  51,  affectionate  and  car¬ 
ing,  seeks  long-term  with  M  and/or  F. 
Lew,  Box  106. _ (2) 

LF,  30,  sks  cute,  warm,  vy  btight,  down- 
to-earth,  prof,  whlsme  &  stable  for 
frdshp,  chnge  of  pace  and/or  whtvr 
dvlps.  Mst  hv  hmr  &  dpth.  Is  this  too 
much  too  ask?  Box  107. _ (3) 

ADOPT  TOPAZ! 

Sweet  middle-aged  fixed  female  cat 
needs  new  home-1  am  moving  to  San 
Diego.  Call  Steve  afternoons,  or  even- 
ings  at  367-8247. _ (3) 

ATTENTION. 

Let  it  be  known  that  MY  BUBULA  has 
gone  four  months  without  a  cigarette! 
Can  you  say  the  same  about  yours?  (2) 

NEW  YORK  -  1958 
Were  you  one  of  four  women  living  in 
the  Village  in  1958-1959?  You  took  in  a 
runaway;  a  mute  9  year  old  girl  who 
then  lived  with  you  for  two  years.  The 
juvenille  detention  beasts  separated  us 
but  the  memory  is  strong  of  the  best 
baby  years  a  young  dyke,  could  have 
had.  If  you  are  out  there,  or  if  you  were  a 
neighbor  and  know  details  from  my 
youth. ..please  write  with  whatever  info 
you  have;  I  am  especially  seeking  the 
“real"  names  of  these  women  who  had 
nicknames  like,  "Smoky’’.  Write  Box 
1JI2. _ (8) 

Two  Gay  women  -  mid  30’s,  corporate 
type  -  desire  to  socialize  with  another 
lesbian  couple.  Enjoy  dining,  antiquing, 
outdoors,  movies,  weekend  travel.  No 
drugs  or  sex.  Box  104. _ (2) 

FRIENDSHIP 

Couple  (M29,  F30)  seek  friends,  gay  or 
straight,  who  enjoy  talking,  reading, 
ethnic  restaurants,  music,  bridge, 
language/words,  cooking,  movies,  and 
cats.  Nosexorcigs.  Box  111. _ (2) 

HONEST  WOMAN  &  ROMANTICS 
Agressive  LF  50,  seeks  gentle  woman 
into  basics  not  $,  love  &  not  games, 
love  animals,  sports,  quiet  walks  &  din¬ 
ners,  music  &  seeks  monagmous  rela¬ 
tionship.  S.  Shore  &  car  a  must.  Box 
105; _ (4) 

GARTH 

Kathy  is  still  in  Chapel  hill  and  urgently 
needs  to  make  contact  with  you.  Plz 
write  RT  1  Box  503  Pittsboro,  NC  27312. 
(14  8) _ 

DONOR  WANTED  FOR  Al 
Seeking  Jewish  gay  man  to  help  les¬ 
bian  have  a  child.  Please  write  and 
describe  your  situation  and  reasons  in- 
volved.  Thank  you.  Box  101. _ 12) 

WE  RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU! 

Want  to  meet  some  new  people?  Be 
part  of  the  excitement  of  seeing  a 
newspaper  put  together?  Come  to  GCN 
on  Thursday  night  and  help  layout  the 
pages.  Fun,  food  and  friendly  folk. 
Anytime  6pm  to  midnight.  For  details 
call  Ina  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

SWEETEST  TABOO 

Tall  Blk  lesbian  36.  Pisces,  seeks  to 
meet  special,  sweet,  romantic,  good 
sense  of  humor  dyke  into  holistic  arts 
affection.  Sweet  hugs,  the  joy  of  all  life 
has  to  give.  Poss  long  term  relation- 
ship.  Box  92. _ (2) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

No  matter  where  you  go,  no  matter  how 
far  you  roam. ..there  will  always  be  a 
home  in  my  heart  for  you.  And  I’ll  be  sit¬ 
ting  on  your  left  shoulder  in  spirit,  so 
you  should  know  I'm  not  far  away 
either! 


Interested  in  bicycling  around  Greater 
Boston?  Fitness-  minded,  fun  loving, 
adventurous  L,  30.  looking  for  L  compa- 
mons  for  recreational  rides.  Box  106.  (2) 
VERY  MASCULINE  — NON  TYPICAL 
GWM  27  professional  background, 
good  looking,  in  good  shape,  honest, 
gentle,  very  mature,  likes  sports,  books, 
jazz,  running,  not  into  gay  scene,  seeks 
similar  (27-32).  Write  today-Be  radically 
honest.  Box  1345,  Boston.  02117.TKS. 

(4) 


PERSONALS 

BANJO  BANJO  BANJO 

Where  oh  where  have  you  gone.  Last 
string  was  New  Jersey,  but  that  was 
months  ago.  A  check  for  you  and,  old 
photos  for  me  .  Months  gone  by  &  I’m 
still  not  playing  my  banjo.  So  will  you 
please  return  it  or  a  check?  You  know 
my  number  &  address!!!! _ (1) 

2  LF’s  wld  like  to  meet  other  LF’s  or 
couples  to  socialize  with,  movies, 
beach,  dinner!  Any  ideas  please  write 
KS,  Box  380  Newtown  Branch  02258.  (2) 

GWM  25,  lonely,  husky,  handsome,  sks 
dependable  buddy  who  needs  hugs  and 
loyalty,  devotion  8  companionship. 
Call:  Mike  1-774-1254  or  write  Mike  PO 
Box  414  Topsfield,  MA  01983.  OK?  (4) 

GWM  NIGHT  SHIFT  WORKER 
Medical  prof  would  enjoy  meeting  other 
men  particularity  those  involved  in 
similar  shift  work  situations.  Physically 
I  am  5’9",  140  lbs.  39  yrs  old,  others  con¬ 
sider  me  to  be  attractive.  Have  wide  in¬ 
terests.  Object:  looking  to  end  single 
status.  Box  109. _ (4) 

Cute,  22  yr  old  WLF.  Energetic,  fun,  and 
outgoing.  Tired  of  flings  and  “crusing”. 
If  you  want  an  intelligent  woman  with 
whom  to  run,  dine  out,  go  dancing, 
discuss  literature,  enjoy  early  morning 
sunrises  or??.  Please  write  Box  108.  (3) 
SEEKER  SEEKS  SAME 
I  am  in  my  40’s,  an  impish-at-times  les¬ 
bian,  energetic,  intelligent,  attractive, 
with  a  good  sense  of  humor  and  a 
twinkle  in  my  eye,  seeking  a  fullness  in 
my  life  I  haven't  yet.  If  self-exploration 
is  important  to  you  and  you’re  a 
nonsmoker,  and  you’re  curious,  reply  to 
Box  110. _ (3) 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (EX) 

"WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (EX) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 

FOR  SALE 

1979  SAAB  900 

Automatic,  great  cond,  recent 
transmission,  starter.  New  front 
brakes,  exhaust.  4  door  hatchback, 
green  velour  interior,  white  exterior. 
$2,800  or  best  offer.  522-6813.  (14.1) 

LUV 

1981  CHEVY  LUV  PICK-UP  TRUCK 
W/ALUM.  CAMPER.  62,000  miles,  good 
cond,  new  tires.  $2900.  Call  Claire, 
522-5529  (weekends,  nts  or  leave 
message);  893-4682  Weekdays.  (4) 

SERVICES 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW.  876-6995  Insurance 
accepted. _ (VI  4.3) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 
787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


HELP  WANTED _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
STONEWALL  UNION 

Stonewall  Union,  a  nationally  recogniz¬ 
ed  Lesbian/Gay  rights  organization  in 
Columbus,  Ohio  is  seeking  a  fulltime 
professional  executive  director. 
Responsibilities  include:  Office 
management;  community,  media  and 
legislative  relations;  budgeting/fiscal 
affairs;  program/policy  development 
and  implementation;  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination;  membership  development; 
fundraising. 

Qualifications:  A  bachelor's  degree; 
two  years’  experience  in  a  non-profit 
organization  preferred;  one  year  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  working  with  Gay/Lesbian 
rights  in  either  a  paid  or  volunteer 
capacity  required. 

Send  resume,  three  references, 
nominations  or  requests  for  informa¬ 
tion  to:  Stonewall  Union  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  P.  O.  Box  8355,  Columbus,  Ohio 
43201.  Telephone  (614)  299-7764. 
Deadline  is  September  1,  1986 
postmark. _ (3) 

PART  TIME 

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

for  growing  chiropractic  office  in 
Watertown  Sq.  Enthusiasm  for 
chiropractic  and  general  office  skills 
required.  Will  train.  Circle  Chiropractic 
Health  Network.  923-2225. _ (4) 

HOUSEPERSON  WANTED 
Clean,  dependable,  good  tips,  salary, 
room,  no  second  jobs,  40  hrs,  cleaning, 
painting,  desk-Watership  Inn.  487-0094. 
Ask  for  Jim  or  Bob. _ _ (2) 

Teach  in  Nicargua:  Nicaraguan  Univer¬ 
sities  need  instructors  to  teach 
mathematics,  economics,  the  natural 
sciences,  etc,  in  Spanish.  Six  month 
Commitment  beginning  March  87.  For 
more  information  and  application  con¬ 
tact:  Science  for  the  People,  NICA 
Committee,  897,  MAin  St.-,  Cambridge. 
MA  02139.  Tel.  (617)  547-0370. _ (2) 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS  $16,040 
-$59,230/yr.  Now  hiring.  Call 
1-805-687-600,  xt.  R1437  for  current 
federal  list. _ (3) 

PRINTERS  NEEDED— WOBURN 
Small  print  shop  needs  offset  printers. 
Full  and  part  time  positions  avail.  Exc 
benefits.  Call  935-0101. _ (V14.3) 


Subcribe 

Now! 

-- .  . 


HELP  WANTED 

JOBS:  ATTENDANT  CARE 
Two  day  shift  per  week  needed.  Come 
to  Michigan  with  me  (the  Festival)  -  free 
admission,  transportation  and  salary  to 
work  1/3  of  the  time  away.  Attendant 
care  for  disabled  feminist  art  therapist. 
$70  clear  for  a  $24  hr  shift,  $140  for  48 
hr  shift.  Must  have  driver’s  license,  be 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  be  a  light  sleeper, 
be  responsible  and  able  to  follow  direc¬ 
tions.  Non-smoker  prefered.  Will  train.  I 
am  paralyzed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire 
feminists.  Most  women  who  work  for 
me  stay  an  average  of  one  to  two  years. 
This  means  that  I  need  to  fill  at  least 
two  or  three  positions  a  year.  I  need 
wimmin  now  and  will  need  more  wim- 
min  over  the  next  year.  I  need  wimmin 
who  will  be  my  body  and  help  me  do  my 
art,  accompany  mw  on  speaking 
engagements,  write  for  me,  help  me 
draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me,  bathe, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. If  you’re  interested  in  learning  new 
skills,  please  call  Connie  Panzarino  at 
524-0921. _ (3)^ 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
FT.  Admin.  Asst.50%  Research  Admin. 
Includes  typing,  word  processing 
transcription,  data  management, 
cataloging  sera  and  some  general  of¬ 
fice  duties.  $15,000  +  benefits. 

P.T.  BILLING  CLERK  25  hours/wk 
$7.17  per  hour  to  process  3rd  party 
payments  Data  compilation  and  entry 
skills  essential. 

PHONE  CALLS  WELCOME  Contact 
Gail  at  267-7573  or  send  resume  by  7/31 
to:  FCHC,  16  Haviland  St,  Boston,  MA 
02115.  EOE/AA  EMPLOYER _ (3)_ 

POSITION  WANTED 

PUBLICATIONS,  PROMOTIONS, 

SPECIAL  EVENTS,  ADVERTISING 

GCN's  promo  homo  has  to  tottle  along, 
jobwise.  I  would  be  happiest  in  jobs  in 
the  general  categories  above,  but  new 
adventures  welcome.  Have  many  skills 
to  offer  and  much  initiative  to  carry  out 
projects.  Best  at  organizing,  both  peo¬ 
ple  and  events.  Need  a  “progressive 
place”  to  be  my  dyke  self  or  willing  to 
train  (employers!).  Call  please,  with 
leads  and  ideas.  Catherine  at  426-4469. 
_ ; _ (C) 

EXPERIENCED  SEC  Y  AVAILABLE 
If  your  sec'y  is  going  on  vacation  &  you 
need  competent  temporary  office 
assistance,  I  am  available  June-Sept. 
Many  years  of  office  work:  medical, 
legal  &  other.  I  currently  do  the  outside 
typesetting  for  GCN.  Call  Vicki, 
522-5529;  leave  message. _ (50) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ORIGINAL  BAND  FORMING 

Social,  emotional,  political  avante 
garde  slant/dance  band  w/gay  spirited 
edge.  Inf:  P.  Smith,  Morrison,  Glass, 
Bowie,  Cult,  Burroughs.  Dk’s,  Smiths, 
Bush.  Vocalist/lyracist  looking  to  col¬ 
laborate  w/composer/guitaristkey 
boardist,  drummer,  percussionist. 
Bassist,  B.U.  vocalists,  etc.  Jim 
267-1019. _ (3) 

BOSTON  S  FIRST!! 

Lesbian  &  Gay  (or  non-hetrosexistist) 
chorus  forming!  All  parts  needed. 
Rehersals  on  Tues  pms.  Vocalists  who 
are  also  willing  to  assume  admin  duties 
or  musical  leadership  or  do  instrumen¬ 
tal  accom  are  encouraged  to  call.  Nan- 
cy  625-7247  or  Lisa  924-4330.  (14  2) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  tor  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day. 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention"  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

ATTENTION  ART  WORLD 
GCN  is  in  a  sticky  situation  because 
we  goofed  and  bought  10  pounds  of  a 
type  of  wax  that  we  cannot  use.  Retail 
price  is  $36.00.  We  would  like  $20.00, 
but  will  sell  for  best  offer.  Call  Ina, 
426-4469. _ (C)) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

TRAVEL _ 

VANCOUVER  -  CANADA  -  EXPO  '86 
CHARTER  CRUISES 

Sail  away  aboard  your  own  crewed 
charter  sailboat.  Exclusive  reservations 
available  for  lesbian  women  and  gay 
men,  their  families  and  friends  aboard 
a  luxury  crusing  sloop.  Minimum  half 
day  cruises.  For  reservations  and 
details  call  (604)  228-8046,  263-5645, 
290-2868.  Mastercard  -  Visa  Accepted. 

_ _ (V14.5) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted 

NAME _ 

STREET _ APT _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

75 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add)  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21  -30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  =  _ 

Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  =  _ 

Tearshts:  #wks___x1.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  =  _  | 

I  —  «■■■■■■■■! 
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TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  ROOMMATE  WANTED 


LF,  30  sks  reasonalbe  person,  30  +  to 
share  Ig  Som  apt.  Available  9/1.  Wk  to 
Red  line.  $375,  inc.  No  pets -no  process. 
629-2655.  Lv  message.  _ (3) 

LF  33  sks  same  for  2br  in  2  family  Bel¬ 
mont  house.  Hdwd  firs,  porches,  nat 
wdwk.  Non  smkr.  $440  +  utils.  Avail 
9/1. 437-9094  leave  message. _ (3) 

Sking  2  nonsmoking  Ls  25+  who  like 
cats  to  share  Som  apt  nr  Inman  Sq. 
$233+.  Avail  Sept  1st.  Call  Clare  (617) 

4  92-7  6  53.(3  ) 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

L38,  seeks  nonsmoking  L  to  share  far¬ 
mhouse  with  me  and  part-time 
daughter  age  6.  $275  includes  heat,  util, 
w/d,  yard,  more.  Some  barter  possible. 
50  mi  west  of  Boston:  Commute  to 
Southern  NH,  495,  Lowell,  Worcester, 
western  MA.  386-7737. _ (3) 

2LF  sk  LF,  warm,  respons.,  friendly,  to 
shr  house  in  Newtonville.  Beaut,  yard, 
porch,  frpl,  cat.  $200  +  util  plus  last 
mo’s  rent.  Avail  Aug  1st.  Call  Jackie  or 
Irene  965-0648. _ (3) 

2  LFs  in  JP  seek  3rd  for  great  apt  avail 
Aug  15.  No  smoke  or  cats,  yes  neat  & 
resp.  Home  feeling-nice  yard,  wd  fls, 
W/D.  Call  522-2921  by  10:30. _ (3) 

Seek  LF  as  temp  roommate  (may 
become  permanent)  to  share  furn  2 
bdrm  in  Boston.  Safe  neighborhood, 
near  T,  parking  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers. 
Avail  Aug  1.  $350/mo  includes  heat. 
536.0147. _ (3) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
2  LF  seek  3rd  30+  LF  for  rm.  avail,  in  5 
rm.  J.P.  apt  w/porch.  Close  to  Pond,  Ar¬ 
boretum.  Orange  &  Green  line.  $192.00 
inch  heat  but  not  utilities.  Independent 
but  friendly  household.  Non-smoker 
preferred;  no  pets.  Safe,  neighborhod; 
on  street  parking.  Available  August  15, 
Call  Barbara  or  Rochelle  524-0754.  (2) 

North  Cambridge:  Semi-coop  house  of 
BiBF,  GWM  &  SWM  seek  F-responsible, 
fun-loving  &  progressive.  We  enjoy  art, 
conversation,  exercising  &  cilantro.  No 
cigs,  or  pets.  Prefer  25  +  .  Call  354-2697. 
_ (2) 

GWF  23  grad  student  seeks  GWF  who 
has  apt  to  share  or  is  willing  to  seek  apt 
together  Aug/Sep  1.  Prefer  Back  Bay 
area.  Will  pay  400-500$.  No  cigs/pets 
pleez.  Serious  call  Eve  collect 
416-585-2342.  Toronto. _ (2) 

2  LF’s  seek  2  more  to  share  great 

Camb.  house.  Close  to  Porter  Sq  T, 
friendly,  semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no 
heavy  drugs  or  ale.,  no  more  cats  (have 
1  cat).  $250+.  491-4005  or  776-7034 
Avail  mid  Aug  or  Sept  1 . _ (2) 

GM  SF  2cats  sk  rel  housemate  for  Ig, 
warm,  friendly,  coop  apt  in  Central  Sq. 
$l93/mo  plus  sec  dep  &  1st  mo  +elec. 
Aug  1st.  Ht  incl.  497-6323. _ (2) 

Stoneham:  Prof  LF  38  +  dog  sks  no- 
smok  LF  to  share  2  BR/2BA  spac  mod 
sun  apt  w/pool,  pkng.  Conv  to  195-93-Rt 
28  $385  +  util.  438-8661.  Avail  now.  (2) 

LF  couple  seeks  LF  to  share  apt  in  Med¬ 
ford  near  Tufts  &  T.  Washer/dryer,  d  +  d, 
w-w,  yard.  Resp.  neat  nonsmoking 
adult  Have  small  dog.  Sorry,  no  more 
pets.  $350  incl  +  1  month  sec.  Avail 
now  391-4110  After  6:30. _ (2) 

COOP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20  s  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/L/mixed  household  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  aea  We  re  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1.  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan,  426  4469  days;  or  Todd 
or  Dan,  731-9760  eves. _ (C) 

SEEKING  GAY  MAN  FOR 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 
Available  August  1  One  man  is  leaving 
our  6-adult  (and  1  child  part-time)  home 
in  Central  Sq.  The  household  is  current¬ 
ly  2  men.  4  women,  gay  and  straight  (1 
GCN  staffer  included),  and  a  9  year  old 
boy  Low  rent  ($200/mo  incl.  util.),  large 
house,  semi-veg.  semi-coop  (some 
meals  and  all  chores  shared),  friendly. 
Call  Laurie  at  GCN  (426-4469)  or  call 
864-1466 _ (c) 

3  LFs  seek  4th  (27  +  )  for  friendly  JP 

home  near  T,  pond,  Arb.  Yard,  porch, 
spacious  Avail  9-1.  No  smokers,  no 
more  pets  $250  522-7446. _ (2) 

JP  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
3  LF  s  seek  4th  to  share  our  large.  2 
floor,  2  cat,  chem/alcohol  free  home.  In¬ 
terested  in  friendly,  independent  home 
w/clear  open  communication.  $205  + 
util  (gas  heat)  for  Aug  1.  522-9094 
_ (?> 


APARTMENTS 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JP  2  BDRM.  $550  +  .  Near  T,  O-Line. 
New  paint,  hardwood  floors,  avail 
now.Cal  I  524-7390. _ (2) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Cal  1-805-687-6000  Ext. 
H-1437  for  current  repo  list. _ (3) 

Dorchester:  first  flr6rm  2bdrm  remodel¬ 
ed,  new  furnace,  kitch,  bath,  firs  sand¬ 
ed  bk  proch,  secure,  well  maintained, 
owner  occ,  $475  mo  no  util.  282-1196 
eve. _ (8) 

Jp-  Arboretum  area  2bdrms,  hdwd  fl, 
sunny,  owner  occ  3  decker,  insulated, 
quiet  st,  garden,  nr  T.  No  pets,  522-0345. 
$700.  Lv  message,  avail  Sept  1. _ (3) 

CAPE-Truro  on  bay,  homey  2  bdrm. 
hskpg.  Cott.  Avail.  Aub  9-16,  Sept  8  thru 
Oct  31st.  Call  (617)328-7582  after  7  pm. 

(2) 


BROOKLINE  HOUSE - 

Mixed  (M-F,  S-G,  30s-50s)-seeks  5th 
longterm  member:  responsible,  quiet, 
help  with  remodeling  a  plus.  No  TV. 
Near  D  line.  About  $350/mo  incl  food. 
731-4104. _ (2) 

LEXINGTON 

Open  minded,  warm  female  30  +  ,  Prof, 
to  share  3  bdrm  cape  house.  No  pets, 
cigs.  Fpl,  yard  avail  now.  $333  +  .  Call 
Karen  or  Terry  861  -7234. _ (2) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME 

Come  join  3  LF’s  seeking  One  more  to 
share  beautiful  JP  apt,  spirit,  humor, 
progressive  politics,  w/d,  near  Pond,  Ar¬ 
boretum,  Orange  &  Green  lines.  No 
smoking.  $168  +  .  Avail  Aug  1.  Call 
524-6209,  day  and  night. _ (2) 

2-LFs  seek  3-4  more  (28  +  )  to  fill  our  JP 
home.  Semi-veg,  spiritual,  fun,  political 
coop.  Couples  ok.  No  more  pets  or  cigs. 
Near  T.  $200-250  +  .  Nan  524-8028  eves 
or  262-3740  days. _ (2) 

ROOMEZE 

Roommate  Referral  Service 
Serving  The  Gay  Community 
3  Month  Listing  $15 
NEW  OWNER— CALL  TODAY! 

783-9004 

_ (VI  4.4) 

WHY  LIVE  IN  CITY? 

When  you  could  live  near  sea.  $380/mo 
two  bedroom  2nd  fir  house  on  Revere 
beach.  GPW  looking  for  same  to  share 
great  apart.  Must  see!  W/din  br;  back 
porch;  yard,  and  beach  across  street. 
Call  Cheryl  289-8721.  It’s  worth  the 
<f‘P-  _ J3) 

Single  female  seeks  to  share  unique 
house  on  South  Shore  w/couple  &  one 
single.  Privacy  &  Ponds.  No  drugs. 
$350/per  +  heat.  House  has 

everything!  jacuuzi,  garden. ..Call  now. 
331-3962  or  925-0946.  lv  ms. _ (3) 

2  Bi  F  seek  1  not  very  straight  F  to 
share  3bd  Central  Sq,  semi-coop,  sun¬ 
ny,  political  home.  $288  +  ,  Aug  15 .  Call 
423-0650  (d)  492-6890  (e). _ (3) 

L  looking  for  L  to  share  2  Bdrm  Cam¬ 
bridge  apt  near  Inman  Sq.  I  like  a  friend¬ 
ly,  relaxed  home,  prefer  no  drugs  or  ale. 
Lv  msg  524-0921.  _ (3) 

ROOM  AVAILABLE 

Sunny  room  in  Victorian  house.  10 
minute  walk  to  Ashmont  T.  Pleasant 
Green  Street.  Share  k&b  with  3  LFs. 
$300/mo  incl  utilities.  No  pets 
288-3137. _ (3) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

NEEDS  NOW 

LF-easygoing,  open  minded,  chem/Alc 
free,  ready  to  quit  cigs  (considerate), 
prof.,  neat,  sks  own  bdrm  w/1  -3  other  Fs 
in  Back  Bay,  Camb,  Allston,  anywhere 
nice,  sunny  and  spacious.  Max  $350  in¬ 
cl  utils.  Never  have  been  on  the  East 
coast,  will  be  working  in  Bos  til  Dec  21. 
Call  Lisa  at  338-6035  (w).  Please  be 
discreet. _ _ (4) 

Prof  L  20’s  sks  apt/rmmte  situ  for  9/1. 
Allergic  to  cats  +  smoke.  Must  be  near 
T.  Up  to  $450  incl  util.  Call  eves 
666-8681 . _ (3) 

CO-OP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20’s,  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/L/mixed  household  In  Cam¬ 
bridge  area.  We’re  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans.  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1,  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan  426-4469  days;  Todd  or 
Dan  731-9760  eves. _ (C) 


APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE 

Newly  renov.  1  br,  hrdwd  firs,  plenty  of 
prkg.  nr  Davis  Sq.  $600  +  heat. 

776-9265. _ (3) 

BOSTON-BAY  VILLAGE  TOWNHOUSE 
Arch  des,  2  levels  &  bsmt,  3100  sf.  8  rm, 
4  bath,  mod  kit.  gas  air  ht,  cent  ac,  1-car 
end  gar,  zoned  res  and  comm.  Priced 
for  imm  sale.  Excl  listing  Lincoln  Na- 
t ional,  482-9656  or  482-9867. _ (2) 

P-TOWN  WATERFRONT 
ON  BEACH  in  quiet  West  End.  hear  the 
waves  and  seagulls:  newly  renovated 
1 -bedroom  apt  w/garden.  deck,  laundry; 
sleeps  up  to  6.  1  week  min.  $650  Phone 
(617)  487-2771  or  262-7396 _ (V4.4) 

SUMMER  RENTAL 
LAKESHORE  PRIVACE-  MAINE 
Secluded  seductive  cabin-3  bedrooms, 
stone  fireplace,  loons  at  night.  June 
-Sept.  S  Roberts  (212)  597-6646  (14.5) 


Discrimination  in  Housing  is 
not  only  wrong,  it  is  illegal. 
The  Boston  Fair  Housing  Comm¬ 
ission  reminds  you  that  you 
cannot  be  refused  housing  in 
the  City  of  Boston  because  of 
your  race,  color,  religion, 
handicap,  marital  status,  age, 
military  status,  children, 
national  origin,  ancestry, 
3ex,  sexual  preference,  or 
source  of  income.  If  you 
think  you  have  been  denied 
equal  opportunity  in  housing 
in  the  City  of  Boston  or  if 
you  would  like  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  3oston  Fair 
Housing  Commission.  Fair 
Housing. . .It's  not  only  a 
Right,  it's  the  Law'. 

The  Boston 
Fair  Housing 
Commission 

& 

10UAI  HOUSING 

(JPPOFmJWTY 

Room  957  of  Boston  City  Hall 
725-4408 


GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks!  (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _  (C) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 
- - - (c) 


sir 


s 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


0 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU425522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

_ U) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

- 1!> 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store.  Pack.  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322  7373  Pat 
_ _ (V14.6) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
’"16  years  of  quality  service"* 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
""Call  661  0550  Anytime"" 
_  (v14.5) 


Black  female  would  like  to  corres-l 
pond  with  females  or  males  for  pen-1 
pal  relation.  I  cannot  write  other! 
prisoners.  Sorry.  Marilyn  WALKER, I 
728779,  Box  8540  (241),  Pembroke! 
Pines  FL  33024. 


Incarcerated  bisexual  woman  seeks 
correspondence  with  anyone  in¬ 
telligent  and  down  to  earth  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  humor.  My  interests  include  out-| 
side  sports,  oral  sex,  threesomes  and 
long  relationships.  Mary  ALLEY,  Box| 
1,  Goochland  VA  23063. 


I  am  a  lonely  prisoner  without  family! 
or  friends  seeking  a  friend  (and  if  I 
possible  a  visitor)  from  the  outside. | 
Please  write  Sonya  Clark,  1479  Col- 
lins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 


1 


V 


(Enjoy  literature,  gardening,  cyclingT] 
(handball  and  good  company.  Would 
| love  some  correspondence.  Billy 
|  WOOLVERTON,  16986,  Box  41, 

|  Michigan  City  IN  46360 _ 

1  Looking  for  fern  drag  queens  to  love| 

I  and  get  to  know.  Am  doing  short  time. 
George  CAMPBELL,  Box  500,  174395, 
[Ionia  Ml  48846 _ 

’Who  loves  you?’  'I’m  willing  and  I 
I  able!’  I’m  24,  TS,  very  femme,  in- 
I  terested  in  women's  fashion  design- 
ling,  hair  styling,  rocknroll  and  of 
[course  sex!  Seeking  big,  simple, 
[good  lookin,  warm  hearted  man  for | 
[lasting  relationship.  Deedee  GOD¬ 
FREY,  Box  520,  909602,  Walla  Walla| 
WA  99362. 


KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

"Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free  I 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  Fl  33040.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14,13) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P'town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

WELLFLEET,  CAPE  COD 
1  &  2  Bdrm  apts  in  charming  historic 
inn.  Fully  furnished.  Views  of  Duck 
Creek  Nature  Preserve.  Walk  to  town, 
art  galleries,  beach.  15  min  to  P'town. 
The  Bradford.  (617)349-9510.  (14.2) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT's  Green  Mts. 
offers  special  summer  weekly  rates 
now  through  Aug.  15.  7  days  for  21 
breakfast  $200.  Horseback  riding, 
canoeing,  skinny  dipping.  Reserve  ear- 
ly.  (802)  533-7772. _ (V14.7) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for  ] 
35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 3.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  3.32)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you're  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
"Reality  Inc”.  PO  Box  73.  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ _ 0  I 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI 4  35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418.  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H  for  Gay 
and  Bi  sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-tine  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14  18) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

I  wiitnuwiiiiMiiiimiiiiiiinnwHimniiMRi  I 

|tO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF  [ 

Iprison  fight  against  their  bondage 

I  Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  | 

I  Anarchist).  HffHtHtftftt 

PRISONER  WATCH! 
Prisoners  (&  outsiders),  if  you 
have  a  good  experience  with 

I  some  group,  publication,  in¬ 
dividual  lawyers,  etc.  as  far  as 
prisoner  support  (while  inside  or 
on  coming  out),  please  let  us 
know  so  we  can  pass  the  info  on 

I  to  others  who  need  it.  THANKS! 


[Madness  Network  News,  a  jour- 
Enal  of  the  anti-psychiatry  move- 
jment,  is  seeking  submissions  for 
(a  special  Women’s  Issue:  ar- 
iticles,  graphics,  fiction,  etc. 
[relating  to  women’s  experiences 
[with  survival,  psychiatry,  and/or 
I  prisons.  Deadline  is  Oct.15.  Sam¬ 
ple  copy  $1.  Write:  MNN,  Box 
|  884,  Berkeley  CA  94701. 


Prisoners  with  AIDS  can  write  Lee  Golds¬ 
tein,  C-16530  Rm  8222,  Box  8101,  San 
|  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409,  for  info  on  a 
decision  he  won  about  not  keeping  gay 
1  prisoners  with  AIDS  isolated,  while  the 
|  straits  with  AIDS  are  put  in  the  infirmary. 

it  you  look  with  your  eyes  for  a  lover, 
you  may  run  from  someone  like  me; 
but,  if  you  look  with  your  heart,  you 
will  discover  I  am  a  lover  your  eyes 
could  not  see.  Please  write.  Robert 
SAIERS,  154152,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. _ _ 

I  believe  in  the  right  of  gays  to  enjoy 
each  other  in  any  way  they  see  fit.  I 
hope  to  see  the  day  when  all  closet 
and  drag  queens  in  every  state  come 
out,  including  those  Goody-Too- 
Shoes-Supremes!  I  would  enjoy  cor¬ 
responding  with  some  GCN  readers 
too,  if  possible.  Michael  MORGAN, 
147-338,  Box  57,  Marion  OH  43302 
Please  continue  to  send  your  wonder¬ 
ful  paper  to  me  and  if  possible  put  me 
down  for  a  penpal.  Thank  you.  Larry 
D.  AIRINGTON,  379370  Beto  One,  Box 
1 128,  Tennessee  Colony.  TX  75861. 

Hazel  eyes,  strawberry  blond  hair, 
swimmer  type,  seeking  a  longterm 
friend/relationship  with  someone  on 
the  outside.  Please  write  Tim  GOOD- 
I  WIN,  36147,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS 
|  67504. _ 

Share  some  sunshine  and  a  smile 
with  a  man  who’s  been  from  one  to 
the  other  of  life’s  extremes  (and  all 
points  between,  so  it  seems!)  An¬ 
thony  CAMPOLITO,  82C  884,  Box  149, 
Attica  NY  14011, _ 

GM/BL  looking  for  correspondence 
and  friendship.  Please  write  Donald 
HUNTLEY,  30  Administration  Rd, 
Bridgewater,  MA  02324. _ 

I  was  just  denied  a  job  in  the  kitchen 
because  I’m  gay.  Gay  people  are  the 
best  cooks  in  the  world.  Why  should  I 
have  to  suffer  for  the  narrow-minded 
beliefs  of  an  ignorant  prison  guard?? 
If  anyone  can  help  me  in  this  pro- 
|  blem,  please  write,  Tarry  DOBSON, 
Box  786,  Troy  NC  27371. _ 

I  Thought  I’d  be  out  next  month  but 
was  set  off  21  months.  Going  crazy 
and  need  a  friend.  Into  poetry  &  song 
writing.  Need  a  shoulder  to  cry  on. 
Greg  THOMAS,  081916,  Box  158  (939), 
Lowell  FL  32663 _ 

I  am  seeking  positive  and  lasting  pen¬ 
pal  correspondence.  I'm  a  hair  stylist 
and  song  writer,  into  yoga,  fasting, 
meeting  people,  etc.  Johnell 
PORTER.  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 
I  would  be  so  happy  to  receive  mail  ■ 
from  a  gay  brother  and  dominant  I 
sister  that  I  would  not  know  what  to 
do  with  myself!  Why  don't  you  bring  a 
little  sunshine  into  a  prisoner’s  life? 
Everett  LOHRBACK,  Box  2,  17684.  [ 
Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

Sensual  and  handsome  black  male  | 
seeking  correspondence  from  any  in- 
|  dividual  who  has  time  to  write.  I’m  I 
humorous,  bright,  uninhibited  and 
understanding.  Charles  CHAMBERS, 
1182-736,  Box  511,  Columbus  OH  | 
43216. _ 

[Good  build,  blond  with  baby  blue  | 

eyes,  looking  for  a  feminine  friend  to  | 
write.  Lawrence  ANDREWS, 

[  A-575587,  Box  500,  Olustee  FL  32072  j 

|  Affectionate,  petite,  brown-eyed,. 

|  lonely,  hurt,  misunderstood  woman- 
(TS,  entombed  within  a  dreaded  male  | 
[exterior.  Melissa  Lynn  needs  love. 

|M  LaTESSA,  083026,  Box  747,  Starke 
[FL  32091.  _ 

[Like  drawing,  woodcrafts,  outdoors. 

[mountain  climbing  and  long  walks. 
[Not  looking  for  a  hustle.  Would  really 
[appreciate  a  penpal.  Samuel  R.  HILL, 

1 386792  Eastham,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
[75851 _ _ _ 1 

[Bring  a  little  sunshine  into  my  world 
[of  darkness.  I’m  40  and  need  a  friend. 
[My  interests:  sports,  physical  fitness, 
[music,  literature,  solitude,  self- 
[awareness  and  development.  Steve 
[BRACKETT.  EF-1 14437,  ReidsvilleGA 
|30499 
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July  19 
to 

August  7 


The  Saints  Collective,  July  26 


19  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Fiesta  to  celebrate  the  7th 
Anniversary  of  the  Nicaraguan  Revolution. 
Rindge  &  Latin  High  School.  7:30PM-1AM. 
$10  in  advance/$12  at  door.  Info:  CASA, 
492-8699. 


20  Sunday 


Boston  —  Wannetta  Jackson  in  concert. 
Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center,  85  W. 
Newton  St.  8PM.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at 
door.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
492-8436. 

Boston  —  Reception  for  new  Board 
members  of  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Campaign 
Committee,  with  Ginny  Appuzzo.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  2-4PM.  $10.  In¬ 
fo:  522-4804. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Lesbian  friends 
&  neighbors  picnic.  6-8PM.  Info: 
876-4141. 


21  monday 


Boston  —  Public  forum:  “AIDS:  The  Test 

That  Isn't,"  sponsored  by  Mass.  Dept,  of 
Public  Health.  Boston  Public  Library, 
Copley  Sq . ,  conf.  rm.  5.  Free.  Info: 
522-4090. 


22  tuesday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 

dinner  at  Doyle’s.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  6:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister”  news 
magazine  focuses  on  health  care  in 
Nicaragua  and  child  sexual  abuse  trial. 
WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for  gay  & 
lesbian  elders  and  their  friends.  Clarendon 
St.  YWCA,  8th  floor  conference  room. 
6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

24  thursday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  bridge  with  Scot  and 
Bill.  7:30PM.  Info:  Scot  282-9348,  or 
Rudy  282-5671. 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN\  426-4469. 

25  friday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Sevice  & 

Oneg  Shabbat.  74  Joy  St.,  Hill  House, 
Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  Bring  something  sweet 
to  share.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Patty  Larkin  with  Palermo  &  i 
Rush  in  concert  to  benefit  Harvard 
Clerical/Technical  Union.  Paine  Hall.  8PM. 
$10.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
661-2619. 


Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  group  for  gay  & 
lesbian  elders  &  their  friends,  potluck  sup¬ 
per.  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St. 
7-10PM.  Info:  725-490 7. 

Boston  —  GCN's  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Brookline  —  Karen  Thompson  to  speak  on 
her  legal  battle  to  visit  her  disabled  lover 
Sharon  Kowalski.  Boston  Self-Help  Center, 
18  Williston  Rd.  7  &  9:30PM.  $5 
more/less.  Wheelchair  accessible,  sign  in¬ 
terpreted  at  7PM  only.  Info:  426-4469. 

26  Saturday 

Quincy  —  Quincy  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance 
trip  to  Provincetown.  Everyone  welcome. 
Info:  Karen,  767-2336  or  De,  328-5567. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Pleasure  Palace  to 

benefit  the  Saints  Collective.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-1 1PM. 
Massage,  twister,  dance  &  food.  ASL  in¬ 
terpreted,  accessible.  Info:  354-8807  or 
426-4469. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the  Women” 
presents  Family  of  Women,  Voices  from 
Nairobi,  part  4  of  5.  WMFO  91.5  FM. 
11AM. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Boston  Intercollegiate 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance  Summer  Network¬ 
ing  Barbeque.  1PM.  Info:  353-2774. 

27  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
Brunch  at  Doyle’s.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  One  Year 
Anniversary  potluck  supper  celebration. 
6PM.  Info:  Katherine,  661-6896  or  David, 
497-6197. 

Somerville  —  Somerville/Medford  GALA 
Third  Anniversary  Party.  Stephen  James 
House,  Davenport  St.  6:30PM-12AM.  $5 
in  advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  628-5875  or 
623-3786. 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  Tea  Dance. 
1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St.,  6-1 0PM.  $2 
suggested  donation.  Info:  739-6566  or 
437-1257. 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  Day  trip  with  Boston  In¬ 
tercollegiate  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance.  Car¬ 
pooling.  Info:  Paco,  353-1746. 

29  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Mindbender,”  by  Kris  Hall. 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  8PM.  Through  Aug. 
24.  Info:  232-7762 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  Newsletter 

Stuffing  &  Social.  Wine  &  Cheese.  Info: 
Mark,  282-7750  or  Carol,  825-4463. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for 
lesbian  &  gay  eiders  and  their  friends. 
Cambridge  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl 
St.  6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

Boston  —  Berklee  gay  &  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion  summer  meeting.  Rm  423,  1140 
Boylston  St.  7PM. 

Cambridge  —  Maedchen  in  Uniform  (1931 , 
Germany).  The  Brattle  Theater.  40  Brattle 
St.  Info:  876-4226. 


30  Wednesday 


Boston  —  Project  Place  weekly  orientation 
for  volunteers.  6PM.  Hotline,  face-to-face 
counseling,  &  drop-in  center.  Info: 
262-3740. 

Cambridge  —  Los  Jaivas,  Chilean  musical 
group,  benefit  performance  for  CASA. 
Kresge  Aud.,  MIT.  7:30PM.  Info: 
492-8699. 

Boston  —  “Self-Defense  and  Street 
Awareness"  class  sponsored  by  Street- 
Safe.  Wed.  evenings  through  Aug.  20.  In¬ 
fo:  262-0060. 


31  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  study  break..  J 
GAMIT  Lounge.  8-1 1PM.  Info:  253-5440.  I 


note  this! 


august  2  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  trip  to  Crane's  Beach.  Carpooling 
from  Curtis  Hall,  Municipal  Bldg.  8:30AM. 
Info:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  “Conference  Call,”  a  dance 
performance  by  Jeffrey  Pike,  a  pre-Gay 
Games  II  concert.  Cambridge  Multicultural 
Arts  Center,  41  2nd  St.,  one  block  from 
Lechmere  T-stop.  8PM.  $5.  Info- 
666-4282. 

Cambridge  —  Search  for  Housing/Room¬ 
mate  Support  Group.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  11:30AM.  Info:  354-8807. 

3  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  potluck. 
7:30PM.  Bring  a  dish  or  beverage  to  share. 
Info:  288-8029  or  825-4463. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Latin  American  New  Song, 
&  African  &  South  American  rhythms  & 
percussion.  Blackbird  Kitchen.  597  Center 
St.  7-11  PM .  $3.  Info:  524-9217. 

Boston  —  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Alliance  steering  council.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  437-7399. 


Mindbender  July  29 

4  monday 

Boston  —  GCN  membership  meeting  and 

potluck  supper.  All  volunteers  welcome  to 
critique  the  paper  and  plan  its  future.  167 
Tremont  St.,  near  Park  T-stop.  6PM.  Info: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Battered  Women’s  Support 

Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

5  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Big  Women’s  Water 
Aerobics.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  6:40PM. 
For  women  200  lbs  &  over.  $18/4wks.  In¬ 
fo:  491-6050. 


6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 


7  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  NOW’S  Legislative 
Task  Force  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive, 
Central  Square.  7PM.  Info:  661-6015. 


Rags.  Book  by  Joseph  Stein,  Music  by 
|  Charles  Strouse,  lyrics  by  Stephen  Schwartz. 
With  Teresa  Stratas,  Larry  Kert,  Judy  Kuhn.  At 
the  Shubert  Theater. 

In  a  summer  in  which  you  are  probably 
sick  of  anything  connected  with  Ms.  Lib¬ 
erty,  the  logo  of  Rags,  a  new  Broadway- 
bound  musical,  with  the  statue  itself 
looming  large  above  huddled  masses, 
must  be  off-putting.  But  unlike  knee-jerk 
patriotic  hype  we  have  been  subjected  to, 
Rags  is  a  little  more  thoughtful  and  a  little 
more  in  tune  with  the  realities  of  the  U.S. 

Beginning  in  a  steerage  hold  of  a  ship 
carrying  immigrants  to  New  York,  Rags  is 
the  story  of  Rebecca  (Teresa  Stratas),  a 
young  Russian  Jew  and  her  son  David 
(Josh  Blake),  who  have  come  to  the  U.S.  to 
join  their  husband/father  who  has  arrived 
some  time  before.  Unable  to  find  him,  Re¬ 
becca  takes  a  job  in  a  sweat  shop  and  be¬ 
gins  to  learn  that  the  "American  dream” 
can  be  more  of  a  nightmare.  She  even¬ 
tually  becomes  involved  with  Saul 
(Terence  Mann),  a  trade  unionist  organi¬ 
zing  factory  workers,  and  is  finally  getting 
a  sense  of  what  her  own  ethnic  identity 
means  in  a  mdlting  pot  where  bigotry  and 
prejudice  are  the  main  catalysts.  When 
her  husband  —  Mr.  Harris,  his  new 
“American  name  loes  show  up  she 
gives  up  her  new.y  emerging  political 
identity  for  the  duoious  joys  of 
assimilation.  And  only  after  the  death  of 
her  best  friend,  Bella  (Judy  Kuhn),  in  a 
factory  fire  does  she  understand  that  the 
“American  dream”  of  self-determination 
and  self-respect  has  to  be  fought  for. 

Although  the  show  does  trade  on  some 
common  musical  theater  cliches  —  the 
romantic  older  couple,  the  tragic  second- 
string  love  relationship  and  some  tired 
ethnic  jokes  that  pre-date  Fiddler  on  the 
Roof  —  its  approach  to  the  material  is 
heartfelt.  The  acting  and  singing  are  both 
excellent  and  the  Beni  Montresor  sets  are 
evocative  without  being  claustrophobic. 

Rags  never  loses  sight  of  the  fact  this  it 
is  a  Broadway-bound  popular  musical,  but 
as  such  it  makes  remarkably  few  compro¬ 
mises  as  it  deals  with  such  topics  as 
women’s  lives,  politics  and  the  labor 
movement.  So  if  you  just  have  to  give  into 
liberty  mania,  Rags  is  not  only  palatable, 
but  entertaining  and  thoughtful. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Vienna  Lusthaus,  conceived  and 
directed  by  Martha  Clarke.  Composed  by 
Richard  Peaslee,  text  by  Charles  Mee,  Jr. 
Presented  by  the  NY  Shakespeare  Festival 
and  the  Music-Theater  Group/Lenox  Arts 
Center.  At  the  Public  Theater,  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty- 

Martha  Clarke’s  highly  praised 
dance/theater  piece,  a  visually  stunn¬ 
ing  reinvention  of  pre-World  War  I  Vien¬ 
na,  explores  the  intersection  of  upper- 
class  erotic  life  with  social  politics. 
Nothing  is  spelled  out,  but  much  is  sug¬ 
gested  through  Clarke’s  superbly  evo¬ 
cative  control  of  movement. 

The  piece  examines  many  kinds  of 
sexual  relationships,  straight  and  gay, 
although  Clarke  never  makes  the 
mistake  of  mushing  everything  into  one 
big  erotic  tangle:  we’re  always  aware  of 
the  different  kinds  of  relationships, 
especially  in  the  portrayal  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  male  violence  against  women  in 
a  militaristic  setting.  Repression  and 
abandon  mix  in  surprising  and  unsettl¬ 
ing  ways. 

The  physical  performances  are  stun¬ 
ning,  the  verbal  ones  perhaps  not  quite 
as  consistently  accomplished  (this  is 
essentially  a  dance  piece).  I  wish  the 
piece  were  longer  and  dug  even  further 
into  its  chosen  terrain;  but  as  it  is  ,  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  theater  events  of  the 
year. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


GayCommunity  News 


‘NOTE  NEW  LOCATION  AND  TIME* 

Help  Karen  Thompson  Fight  Back! 


Come  hear  her  speak  on  the  Boston  stop  of  her  National  Tour 
Thompson  is  raising  funds  for  her  legal  battle  to  regain  visitation  rights 

to  her  disabled  lover  Sharon  Kowalski 


FRIDAY,  JULY  25 
Two  Shows:  7:00  pm  and  9:30  pm 

BOSTON  SELF-HELP  CENTER 


18  Williston  Rd.,  Brookline 


Take  Green  Line  ‘C’  train  to  comer  of  Beacon  and  Washington. 

Williston  is  off  Beacon. 

Donation  $5  more  if/less  if 
For  info  and  reservatons:  Call  426-4469 
Sponsored  by  Gay  Community  News  and  Boston  Self-Help  Center 


